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Abstract

Pai District is located in Mae Hong Son, a province in northern Thailand. It is a
district full of cultural and natural interests, which fascinates many tourists, both domestic
and foreign, to visit on a regular basis. By being one of the top tourist destinations, Pai is
continuously frequented by commuters year round, especially motorcyclists who favor
adventures by riding from one location to another. While an excitement stimulates the riding
experience, it also triggers an increase in a number of accidents caused by tourists, adding
up to 60% of the total accidents in Pai. This in turn creates a concern for the local residents
who feel that the tourists are affecting their daily lifestyles, and the problems will only
aggravate in the near future without more effective safety measures.

An institutional research has proposed an integrating safety plan for the traffic in a
tourism model area by using the local residents as a foundation. The goals are:

- To examine and to inspect the safety of the accident-prone routes in the
tourist attraction regions.

- To introduce safer traveling options in the attraction areas with the local
residents’ involvement.

- To create more effective traffic and transporting safety plans by promoting a
tourism image with clean energy, road safety, and environmental friendly in the tourist
attraction areas.

The study concludes that the local residents are aware of the road accident
problem caused mostly by foreign travelers in Pai District. According to the finding, the key
factors that contribute to the percentage of the accidents vary. For example, some foreign
motorists are unfamiliar with the geographic characteristics of the location. Some do not
have a driver’s license, and lack maneuvering skills in difficult roadways that appear in
different elevations, terrains, and narrow sizes. In an addition, Pai is considered a
conservative old district, which was not initially planned to accommodate tourism. Hence,
some roads and attractions are situated well around risky and dangerous paths. Also, Pai’s
safety management is still needed to be supported by safety programs from all other
involving sectors.

One of the initial solutions in the preventive measures is a safety plan which
integrates local residents and local administrators from government and private sectors to

analyze and collaborate in road safety objectives, for example, promoting the use of



bicycles and electric public transportation in potentially dangerous locations. This
development plan aims to encourage Pai District to become a safety model for tourist
attractions with the integrating management suitable for the district itself, and also grants Pai

the standards of a tourist destination.
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