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Abstract

This research presents the framework for selecting economic activities for border areas
through quantitative criteria to evaluate the potentials of industrial activities and locality. The
framework consists of four steps. The first step, a preliminary analysis, is the assessment
through secondary data including production factors (raw materials, land and labor), infrastructure
and utilities (highway, railway, port and airport, electricity, water supply and telecommunication)
along with the proximity of areas to border checkpoints as well as existing economic activities
and government plans. Then, the second step involves interviews of local businessmen and
specialists to list possible activities. The third one is the detailed analysis by considering
aforementioned factors along with the field survey from local businessmen and citizens to ask for
their comments and acceptance if new economic activities are built there along with weights from
industry experts. Lastly, the activities from the previous step were determined to reduce
overlapping activities among neighboring towns. This framework can be used to refine suitable
industries for border towns that Thai government is currently developing industrial activities and
special economic zones for ASEAN Economic Community. Examples of implementing the
framework in Nakhonpanom and Mukdahan are presented as well moreover In addition, this
research presents the focus on the study of local citizens and businessmen in eight districts of
Mukdahan and Nakhon Panom Provinces, which are Thailand’s border areas to connect with Lao
PDR, Vietnam, and Southern PRC through Thai-Laos Friendship Bridges and R9/R12 Economic
Corridors. Initially, depth interviews of regional and local governments as well as representatives
of local businessmen were conducted to select major business opportunities, environmental and
social impacts, and suggested government plans. These are compiled in a set of questionnaires
to survey of 382 local citizens and businessmen to get their boarder views. The findings show

the opinions and perceptions of local businessmen and citizens regarding the potential
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businesses and industries in their cities, their expected future developments and possible social
and environmental impacts. In addition, this study presents the relationship between respondent
characteristics and their opinions. It shows effect of the distance to the border checkpoints on
people’s opinions. This information yields the recommendations for policymakers to develop

business activities and infrastructure plans to support the ASEAN Economic Community.

Key Words: Border Checkpoint, Special Economic Zone, Supply Chain Management, Industrial

Estate, Location Analysis
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