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Abstract

Project Code: RDG5750077

Name of The 1°* Research Sub-Project: Cultural Tourism Management by

Community Tourism Network in Khon Kaen and Mahasarakham Areas

Name of Project Chief: Miss Wanna Khampuanbutra,
Mahasarakham University

Project Period of Time: Start on 15 August 2014 to 14 August
2015

The purposes of this research were to 1) study the potentiality of community
network members in tourism management by community in Khon Kaen and
Mahasarakham provinces, 2) find the structures of the community tourism network
and forms of tourism management concordant with the cultural tourism
management in Khon Kaen and Mahasarakham areas, and 3) find the ways of cultural
tourism management in Khon Kaen and Mahasarakham areas. This research is carried
out by Qualitative Research and Quantitative Research by Participatory Action
Research (PAR).

The Qualitative Research is the study carried out by the Field Research and
Participatory Action Research (PAR). For the Field Research, its research methodology
and instrument consist of (1) In — depth interview; the participants are 9 employees
who were knowledgeable and involved with tourism resources, working in the
government organizations, (2) In - depth interview; 40 community network members
are directly involved with the tourism resources, (3) Focus Group Study; it is done for
5 times with 40 community network members or the persons whose segments are
directly involved with tourism resources.

Participatory Action Research (PAR), this is an approach which intends the
community network members or segments directly involved with tourism resources
to participate in giving information and knowledge, and exchanging ideas of tourism.
These consist of (1) government organizations, ( 2) private organizations and
entrepreneurs, (3) the master of communities leaders, and (4) locals group. For this
research, the researcher performs the duty as a supporter on academic field by
providing all knowledge of cultural tourism management, and integrating those
knowledge altogether.



Quantitative Research, this is a survey carried out by using a set of Close
Ended Questionnaire, interviewed 400 Thai tourists visiting the religious and cultural
tourism resources in Khon Kaen and Mahasarakham areas.

The research results revealed as follows; 1. The potentiality of community
network members for tourism management in Khon Kaen and Mahasarakham areas
consisted of 1) community tourism network establishment; it was suggested to
establish 3 communities, which included Ban Noan Tan Community, Tambon Ta
Song Korn Community, and Tambon Phrathat Community, 2) roles and duties of
participated organizations in community tourism network; 4 organizations were
found (1) government organizations, performing the duty as consultants, (2) private
organizations and entrepreneurs, performing the duty as providing services to the
tourists, (3) the master of communities leaders, performing the duty as community
tourism network committees, and (4) locals group, performing the duty as producing
the products to distribute to tourists, 3) Potentiality of 3 communities including (1)
Strength; there were famous temples and religious and cultural tourism resources, (2)
Weakness; the tourism resources lacked of development, (3) Opportunity; there were
main routes of transportation to nearby provinces, (4) Threat; the supporting
government organizations had limited budgets, 4) Potentiality in cultural tourism
management of 3 communities included (1) The communities had readiness of
religious and cultural tourism resources, (2) government organizations supported the
limited development projects, and limited budgets, (3) The locals in communities
cooperated well in accordance with their own competences, (4) The community
tourism activities were promoted by government organizations, therefore there was
still no any activity concerning the learning support to the tourists concretely.

2 .The management of community tourism network in Khon Kaen and
Mahasarakham areas was found that all 3 communities required the establishment of
tourism network as follows: 1 ) The structures of community tourism network
included (1) The name of community tourism network, which consisted of the
community tourism network of Noan Tan, Ta Song Korn, and Nakhon Champasri,
respectively, (2 ) Purposes, which included the reservation, restoration of local
cultures, and building incomes to community, (3) The committees consisted of 3
parts which included (3.1) President of Committees, (3.2) Consultant of Committees,
(3.3) Administrative Committees, which consisted of 4 sectors which included Activity
Sector, Marketing Sector, Administration and Accounting Sector, and Development
Sector, 2) The forms of tourism management were found that the tourism in all 3

communities had 5 steps of management, which included (1.1) Fund raising, (1.2)



Committee appointment, (1.3) Tourism management, (1.4) Income allocation, and
(1.5) Profits sharing.
3.The ways of cultural tourism management in Khon Kaen and Mahasarakham

Areas consisted of 1) the cultural tourism managsement in 3 communities which

included (1) Ban Noan Tan Community, which was found that (1.1) the appropriate
tourism activities were about ancient massage at Wat Poe of Ban Noan Tan, (1.2)
there were 2 forms of cultural tourism which included the historical tourism, religious
and Vipassana Meditation, (1.3) participation of tourists, which was found that the
folks welcomed and assisted the tourists really well, (1.4 ) the cultural tourism
management, which was found that the tourists got knowledge from tourism
participation, (1.5) learning of tourists, which was found that it was caused by having
various kinds of tourism and, (1.6) activities and tourism resources which should be
contained in the tourism routes included the practice of Vipassana Meditation, the
visit of stucco dhamma puzzle, and visit of ubosot and painting of Vessandorn
Chadok at Wat Poe of Ban Noan Tan.

(2) Ta Song Korn community, which was found that (2.1) the appropriate
tourism activities was the visit of silk cloth products at Ban Nong Kern Chang, (2.2)
the form of cultural tourism, which was, tourism of traditional fairs, (2.3) participation
of tourists, which was found that the folks welcomed and assisted the tourists really
well, (2.4) cultural tourism management, which was found that the tourists gave
cooperation on environmental and natural reservation, (2.5) the learning of tourists
was caused by having various kinds of tourism activities, (2.6) activities and tourism
resources which should be contained in the tourism routes included making merit
and giving food offerings to Buddhist monks, as well as listening to sermon, practicing
the dhamma/Vipassana Meditation, and visit the silk cloth products at Ban Nong Kern
Chane.

(3) Tambon Phrathat Community which was found that (3 .1) the
appropriate tourism activities was the dhamma practice in the important Buddhism
days at Phrathat Nadoon, (3.2) the form of cultural tourism was historical tourism,
(3.3) tourists participation, which was found that the folks listened to the opinions
and recommendations from the tourists really well, (3 .4 ) the cultural tourism
management, which was found that the tourists gave cooperation on the
environmental and natural reservation, and (3 .5) learning of tourists which was
caused by the community which had the various approaches to communicate about
tourism knowledge via various media, (2.6) activities and tourism resources which

should be contained in the tourism routes included the worship fair of Phrathat
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Nadoon, the visit of ancient Sim (Ubosot) of Wat Potarom and ancient Sim of Wat
Hongsaram, the visit and purchase of processed herbal products of Ban Kota.

2) The relationship between general information of tourists and tourism

activities and tourism resources connected between Khon Kaen and Mahasarakham

had 3 routes which included (2.1)the 1% route; the demographic information, which
was found that most of the factors had relationship with the tourism activities and
tourism resources in the 1* route almost all aspects except the gender and monthly
income which had no relationship to each other. The tourists group which had the
behaviors of visiting/worshipping Phrathat and practicing dhamma in the tourism
resources which there was Phrathat, therefore the group had the cultural tourism in
the 1% route in the form of religious tourism, (2.2 )the 2" route; demographic
information was found that it mostly had relationship with the tourism activities and
tourism resources in the 2" route almost all aspects except gender and monthly
income which had no relationship. The tourists group which had the behavior of
visiting for religious and cultural study, as well as activities observation in the tourism
resources of temple, religious places, and activities observation resources, therefore
the group had the form of cultural tourism in the 2™ route, which was the religious
tourism and rural tourism, (2.3)the 3™ route; demographic information; it was found
that most of the factors had relationship with tourism activities and tourism
resources in the 3rd route almost all aspects except gender, monthly income, and
vehicles for travel which had no relationship. The tourists group had the behaviors of
visiting/worshipping Phrathat, practicing and seeking for knowledge from the tourism
resources which were temple, religious places, and cultural resources, therefore the
form of cultural tourism in the 3™ route was the form of religious tourism and

historical tourism.

Key Words:  cultural tourism, tourism management by community, community

participation, community network members, community tourism network.



