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Abstract

The purposes of this research was study of the body of knowledge, and to
developed management abilities, guidelines and activities of religious and meditation
tourism in Khonkean and Mahasarakham provinces. This study is participatory action
research. The methodology used in this research use qualitative research combined
with quantitative research. There are of 20 places of this research which based on
Muang District, NongRuea District, Nam Phong District, khonkaen; kantaravichai district,
Muang District, Nadun District, Mahasarakham province; consisting of 14 religious
tourism as a source of tourism and meditation of 6.

The result of study, for concept of meditation practice, found that there are 4,
that is, “Yub-Phong”, “Bhuddho”, “Movement”, and “Khoenka”. The first one
appears in KhonKaen and Mahasarakham province, which divided, into two
monasteries; Wat Pho and WatkKhun Prom Dumri and two centers of meditation
practice; Weluwan garden and LuangPhu Pho. The second concept is the "Buddho"
has appeared only in KhonKaen province, that is, Watpaseang-arun. The third concept
is “Movement” exists only in KhonKaen province, Watmokkhavararam; but not
appears prominently in Mahasarakham province. The fourth "khoenka" has appeared
only in KhonKaen province; Dhammasuwanna meditation practice.

The result of study about the dominant religious tourism in KhonKaen and
Mahasarakham can be clustered into 9 groups: 1) Koan Painting and sculptures of
local wisdom 2) Museums 3) relics and pagodas 4) The sacred Buddha 5) the wooden
Buddha. 6) Learning Buddhism 7) Simisan 8) the ancient Ku 9) the senior monks.

The study on the potentiality, role and duties of religious and meditation managing
tourism showed that Wat Pho have managed as ¢ood governance and reflects the
potential of management through the sixth mission with the commission, the board of
directors of both ecclesiastical and secular parties entered into a management
assistant. Some activities were also appointed a sub-committee to streamline
operational management. The case of WatkhunPhomDumri found that the
outstanding potential is the meditation practice, ethics training through "the center of
community moral Ambassador”. It is divided into two parts: the youth and the
general public. For the Nadun district cases, it found that religious tourism has
become more prominent than meditation, area management and past activities are
managed by the bureaucracy, especially Nadun Relic worship festival. This research

result incur the communities of religious and cultural network board tourism within



the three communities which are composed of both public and private sectors,
entrepreneurs, professional groups, community leaders and clergy.

For the route and tourist activities, it found that there are four route within
community of religious and meditation tourism, and three of the route links between
provinces, which consisting of important activities, that is, meditation practice,
chanting, merit, relic, pagoda, sacred Buddha and senior monk worship, and learning
Buddhism.
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