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Abstract

This report is an output of the research project entitled “Problems on Forest
Conservation and Land Allocation : Strategies Which Must be Change for National Security”
The study has four key objectives: (1) to compile information on Thailand’s hitherto
national policies for preserving forest land and for allocating land for cultivation, and to
compare and contrast such policies to identify coherence and conflicts among them; (2) to
review the ways in which the two policies have been implemented, as well as the
problems and obstacles facing policy implementation; (3) to compare the Thai cases with
experiences in land allocation in other countries, i.e., Israel and Vietnam; and (4) to
recommend strategies for resolving problems in forest-land preservation and land

allocation that are consistent with long-term directions of national development.

Based on the review of policies for forest conservation and land management, the
study finds that even though both land policies have been in place for more than 70 years,
there continue to be problems with forest conservation and land allocation. Only 102.29
million rais (16.37 million hectares) of forest land remain in the country, which is much
lower than the target of 128 million rais, or 40% of Thailand’s total land area. Meanwhile,
there are still a large number of people who face three types of land ownership problems,
i.e., those without ownership rights, those without land, and those who are land tenants.
The reason could be that the policies and their implementation in the past were not
comprehensive enough to cover the whole land system, targeting either forest conservation
or land allocation. Because of the lack of integration between the two sets of policies,
there continue to be conflicts between them.

If the government retains the policy to have 40% of the country’s total land
designated as forest areas, while aiming to allocate land to the above three groups of
people with land problems, new strategies are needed. Such strategies have to first adhere
to the forest conservation policy and then link them to land allocation policy, which could
adopt an alternative approach that is consistent with future directions of national
development. Such policy integration would efficiently resolve problems with forest
conservation and land allocation at the same time.

Based on the synthesis of the review of domestic policies for forest conservation
and land allocation, lessons learned from overseas experiences, and results from expert
interviews, this study proposes three sets of strategies: (1) strategies to enhance efficiency
in land management; (2) strategies for forest conservation; and (3) strategies for land

allocation.



This research report contains five volumes: (1) Main report; (2) Supplementary
Document Number 1 on forest conservation in Thailand; (3) Supplementary
Document Number 2 on land allocation in Thailand; (4) Supplementary
Document Number 3 on experiences in land allocation in Israel and Vietnam; and (5)
Supplementary Document Number 4 for expert opinions on forest conservation and land

allocation in Thailand.





