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Abstract

Cultural politics in terms of contesting meaning to present, communicate,
confront, compete and contest a space of values is so called methodology. Seen from
the works of Prof. Dr. Kasian Tejapira, the scope of his interest towards cultural politics
distinctively focused on social and political concept including Marxism, democracy,
liberalism, nationalism and Thainess. He paid attention to frame new meanings by
selecting, modifying, scrutinizing and adapting to new perspectives in order to meet
different political movements of different groups of people.

In addition to cultural politics, what he always emphasized in his academic
writing was paying attention to “thinking by yourself” point of view- “not believing”. What
he proposed academically implied “belief’- “opinion” we had experienced and
succeeded actually was not an absolute truth. Hence, the methodology of academically
cultural politics works by Dr. Kasian was a mean — to reach the objectives of convincing
readers to “not believe” as a vital way to free your thought.

Moreover, he thoughtfully paid attention to objective of things in each study as
he did not deny cultural power as a major condition to decide, order and control over
human behaviors. While encouraging people to “not believe” beyond the control, he
attempted to understand the reasons why those people “believe” and “behave” in that
way.

Thai middle-class people had been a target group of his study. He had long
found why these group of people behaved in this way/ interacted with politics in that
way. What he found in terms of the “objective” condition, the middle-class income point

of view was “liberalism”. Moreover, Dr.Kasian found this group actually was “liberal



royalist” in Thai way adapted from “original liberalism” by explaining through the cultural
politics terms.

He studied not only Thai middle class in the yellow shirt collusion situation since
coup d'etat on September 19, 2006, but also the majority of people in local communities
with more meaningful and powerful political vote. He found that the important thing that
local people raised and counted on was “democracy” ideology. With this reason, the
conflict root between “yellow” vs “red” in Dr.Kasian attitude was explained through the
framework of “liberalism” vs “democracy” the ideology each group has different trusts
upon their “objective”. The middle class believed in “liberalism” while the local people

believed in “democracy” because they had majority vote in the country



