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Abstract

According to Professor. Dr. Sombat Chantornvong’s academic works, he had obviously
been influenced and focused on the thought and concept of Straussian principle,
especially academic translation works. He paid much attention to understand “text” of
the great western philosophers with a strong belief that an argument about a timeless
“truth” could be found from those philosophers. In addition, his works mainly covered
the Straussian perspective in terms of good living, good political society, good
government and belief of fundamental truth as well as morality angle that were asked
about “what you should be”.

Sombat by the lens of Straussian principle studied Thai society through “text”
both originally and temporarily such as Buddhism literature, jataka, local story tales,
literature, political non-fiction, stamp and messages from political speech as well as
argument in census debate and so on. He aimed to extract “core value” in the thought of
Thai politics and to examine how time and place in Thai style by “morality view” would
more or less control over people’s conscious and behaviors. This kind of work became
his master academic piece of works apart from “text” translation works written by the
western philosophers.

He found that Thai people/Thai society did not get familiar with fundamental
principle which was stable and not flexible. The “core value” in Thai society was defined
such as “a rolling stone gathers no moss” (from Sunthorn Phu literature), thought of “Sri
Thanonchai” known as a clever trickster or “real Thais do what they wish” metaphor and
so on. Other core values were such as belief of karma, relationship of rigid social class
in accordance with power of karmar, more value of hierarchy than citizens, and more
subjective value than concept/institutes. All of these contrasted to global ways of
thinking and liberal democracy. Overall value in Thai society did not provide the

excellent politics goals.



Even though Dr.Sombat’ s studies about politicians and election were likely in
the arena of behavioral political science, his studies drew attention to assess “what you
should be” that reflected characteristics of Straussian academicians. For instance, Thai
politicians were found clever and skilled in veiling the truth that might be harmful for
them that implied how much they lacked morality and qualification to be a good
governor. In the meantime, the study of election reflected how lower morality in election
system in Thailand and both qualities of politicians and political behaviors of people in

the society were.



