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Abstract

The objective of this research were to study state-of-the-art and criticize body of theoretical
knowledge concerning local decentralization in Thailand as well as to recommend research agendas and
methodologies in the future. Critical knowledge synthesis based on sequential mixed design method was
employed in this study. The findings showed that there were five contemporary theories concerning local
decentralization in Thailand as follows; mainstream old localism, new localism ,radical localism, public
choice theory and mobilization model. These models have strengths and weakness, so the next step
research concerning decentralization should use polycentric system integrate research agendas from those
models as follows; institutional design, networked community governance, community capacity, local
fiscal autonomy and empowered participatory governance. In addition, we should use trandisciplinary
methodology in the future as follows: lesson-learned methodology, research and development,
participatory action research, cultural political economy, policy research and transformative action

learning research.
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