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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to explore and gather the tourism resources by the
community of Trat province as well as to assess the potential of community-based tourism resources
leading to determination of tourism routes in order to link Cambodia and Vietnam. The key
informants were 139 people from the natural, historical and cultural tourism areas, tourism areas
managed by 29 communities of Trat province and seven (7) communities of Cambodia and Vietnam
areas. Research instrument and techniques used including semi-structured interview, questionnaire,
test, focus group discussion and public hearing. Data derived from test were analyzed by using
percentage, while those of questionnaire were analyzed with Mean and Standard Deviation.

Meanwhile, the content analysis was used with the data from interview and focus group discussion.

The findings revealed that there were 29 communities in Trat which covered seven (7)
districts having knowledge of community based tourism management. The majority of them were
aware that the community-based tourism was managed by community and for community. People in
the community could play a proprietary role that they had the right to manage and educate visitors.
As the community owner, they could have a participative management for their environmental,
social and cultural sustainability. However, another 58.2% misunderstood that community-based
tourism management was a way that tourism might not always be driven by the community. The
potential of the community as a whole is at a good level including efficiency of community people,
their leader and cooperation in the development of tourism community efficiency. The potential
was at a moderate level including community preparation, layout management, community
participation, community management, training of tourism personnel in the community, participation
with tourists, coordination with the outside and outcomes to the community. When identifying the
potential of the community, it was found that 1) the communities with excellent potential (grade A)
were Lammakam, Namchio and Bangbao; 2) the communities with relatively good potential (grade
B+) were Ban Huay Raeng, Ban Laem Klad, Ban Rak Klong Bang Phra, Ban Yaimom, Mai Root and Ban
Chang Toon; and 3) the communities with good potential (grade B) were Ban Nhong Samed, Ban Ta
Ra Nae, Ban Chai Nern, Nern Sai and Ban Kan Na. The three levels of potential communities on the
route linking Thailand form Hat Lek Border Crossing to communities including Bangkayak, Tatai, Chi
Phat, Prek Thnout, Trapaing Sangke, and Chambok in Cambodia; and communities in Hon Dat district

in Vietnam.
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