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Abstract

Development of the international standards for rubber products is important not only to
protect consumers but also to enhance the ability of Thai’s producers to compete in the
world’s market, which will help to support domestic producers to export their rubber
products in order to increase the nation’s income, as well as in ASEAN Free Trade Area.
Rubber latex product industry is important for Thailand. The nation’s income from rubber
latex products is the 2" highest income under rubber tires. The product from rubber latex
that produced the highest income in 2013 was gloves followed by rubber thread. These
two products not only produce high income for the nation, but also, they are the major
products that employ high amount of natural rubber as the 2" and 3“ places under rubber
tire. Thailand has a national industrial product standard for rubber household gloves
available (TIS 2476-2552) and two national industrial product standards for rubber threads
available (TIS 2556-2554 for rubber thread specification and TIS 2577-2556 for test methods).
However, international standards (ISO) of these two products are not available. Therefore,
Thailand has proposed for a project leader to develop rubber household gloves and rubber
thread international standards and revising the international standard for rubber thread test
methods. To develop the standard drafts, the existing national standards and information
gathering from the meetings among the involved parties, e.g., producers, users and academic
experts and visiting the companies, and product sampling test result, were analyzed and
standard drafts were prepared. In 2016 the research team proposed the Draft International
Standard (DIS) of the standard draft (ISO/DIS 20057 Rubber household glove — General
requirements and test methods; ISO/DIS 20058 Rubber Threads - Specification and ISO/DIS
2321 Rubber Threads - Methods of Tests) to the ISO members. These DISs were approved
to be Final Draft International Standard (FDIS). In the case of ISO/DIS 2321, it was approved
as “International Standard (IS)” stage. Then, ISO/FDIS 20057 Rubber household glove -
General requirements and test methods and ISO/FDIS 20058 General purpose rubber thread
- Specification were submitted to ISO by Thailand to be circulated among authorized ISO
members for comments, and ISO/IS 2321 Rubber threads - Methods of test was also
submitted to ISO by Thailand to be implemented for publication. Furthermore, the
research team had modified national industrial product standard related to these three ISO
standards and submitted to TIS for consideration to be published as national standards

accordingly.
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