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Abstract

This research——“Cloud Computing Policy and Personal Data Protection in the
Cloud among the European Union, the United States, Australia and ASEAN: A Thailand
Perspective”——examines the effects of the EU’s General Data Protection Regulation
(GDPR), compares cloud computing policy and the foreign personal data protection laws
related to cloud computing policy and discusses Thailand’s draft personal data protection
law. The purpose of these analyses is to suggest improvements to Thailand’s cloud
computing policy and its draft personal data protection law. The methodology employed
includes documentary research, analysis of interviews and group discussion. Analyzes
show that cloud technology makes processing personal data across and through national
borders possible. Government policy, meanwhile, plays an important role in the adoption
of cloud computing, and growth in the adoption of cloud technology is driving increased
interest in securing data in the cloud. The GDPR’s extraterritorial scope has implications
for personal data controllers and for personal data processors (cloud service providers)
outside of the EU that are processing the personal data of EU residents. Thus, the current
draft data protection law, applicable only to personal data controllers domiciled or
located within Thailand, is not sufficient for protecting personal data in the cloud. This
finding suggests that Thailand should set up a data governance framework and classify
data into discrete categories for the appropriate management and use of classified data
stored in the cloud, accelerate the enactment of its personal data protection law and
expand its legal scope to enforce its personal data protection law for personal data
controllers and personal data processors domiciled or located outside of Thailand who

are collecting, using, or disclosing personal data within Thailand.
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