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Abstract

This research project is entitled Halal Culture: The Strategic Development for Anasyid
Music of Muslim Population in Bangkok. The objectives of this study are threefold: (1) to study the
important characteristics of Bangkok metropolis’s Anasyid music; (2) to study the contexts of the
Anasyid singing contest and; (3) to study the development of promoting music cultures of Anasyid
in Bangkok. The qualitative research methods were employed by interviewing the participants of
Anasyid singing contest in two districts of Bangkok: Thungkhru and Beungkum.

The research findings show that the former Anasyid was a chorus led by a religious
teacher to relax and calm their students during an intermission of Quran study. Lyrics praised the
Prophet which were sung without an accompaniment of musical instruments. Nowadays, singing is
popular among Muslim youth in Bangkok. The context of the chorus is changed to a contest that
is called Kan Jad Todsop. The contest is an important part of the charity event organized by the
Muslim community in Bangkok. The singing contest culminated the highlight of the event and
placed at the last activity of the night because it creates a great atmosphere for the event providing
entertainment and knowledge to viewer. The event is classified as a large festival with over 500
participants. There are at least 50 shops selling goods and food. Activities focus on fundraising for
the education and repair of school buildings in the community.

Ten outstanding characteristics of Anasyid in Bangkok can be summed up: (1) praising
the Prophet; (2) Allowance of male and female singers from 3 to 10 people; (3) acapella; (4) no
accompaniment of musical instruments; (5) promoting ethics in Islam; (6) use of Arabic, Malay, Thai,
and English; (7) emphasis on linguistic pronunciation; (8) binary form; (9) sacred and celebratory
occasions and (10) standing up still during performance.

Anasyid in contemporary Bangkok is under changes with the values of youth and technology
that encourage self-learning. Consequently, the lack of one-on-one leaming with teachers is prevalent and
contributed to misinterpretation of the Anasyid content. The contest jude committee proposed that the
contest should require contestants to describe the meaning of the songs before singing so that the young
people would seek knowledge by way of personal communication with their teachers. Policy
recommendations for cultural development of Anasyid are in both preservation and promotion, Due to
the test, the youth focus on only the songs used in the contest. It was not possible to study the songs in
the context before the contest was created. Other recommendations include conducting workshops on
choir and harmonization, the use of vocal techniques, and imparting Anasyid into school curriculum as
well as preserving the cultural context of Anasyid. The skills of reading the Quran is an important
foundation for all lslamic vocalization but they are not interchangeable. Thus students need

knowledgeable teachers to guide them to all vocal techniques designed specifically for each genre.



