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Abstract

The study of “Tourism Network Development for Sustainable Tourism in the Pha Wang Nam
Khiao - Pha Khao Phu Luang Forest Reserve” was objected to 1) propose the pattern of tourism
party network for sustainable tourism management and 2) to suggest the practical guidelines for
enhancing the economic benefits of tourism to local communities. The results presented that the
policy and program development of government departments devoted much attention to tourism
under the concept of sustainable tourism with the expectation that tourism can generate revenue
to local people. However, for effective development, tourism party has been underlined. In this
manner, tourism party network of Pha Wang Nam Khiao — Pha Khao Phu Luang Tourism Network has
been created under the agreement of the local government. The missions of the party focused on
1) set up the goal of tourism development 2) coordinate and support tourism development activities
3) build up group members' competence. Tourism partnership was driven by two activities, including
competence development program and tourism event mock up. The results indicated that the
partnerships have improved their knowledge, skills and attitudes required to work in sustainable
tourism management. Additionally, the evaluation results of tourism event mock up represented
the improvement of management skill of tourism partnership. For benefit distribution, the result
indicated that the benefit from tourism activity was unambiguous. This might be because the tourism
development in the study area was initial stage. Moreover, the participation of local people was
limited in small group. However, the majority of villages wanted to get involved in tourism
development activities (for example: taking part in the guiding service group, selling the souvenir,
providing food to visitors). Several guidelines for tourism partnership competence development were
proposed. First, a continuous process of buildup tourism group’s competence would be required.
Secondly, the initial phase, mentors would be needed to support. Thirdly, local residents should be
invited to participate in the tourism activities — planning, decision making, and implementing.
Fourthly, cost-benefit analysis should be considered for setting up the appropriate fee. Additionally,
tourism revenue will be used to preserve the environment and improve tourism facilities in the

community.

Key words: tourism development; tourism party network; Wang Nam Khiao Forest Reserve;
Pha Khao Phu Luang Forest Reserve
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