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Abstract

The study “Thailand’s Natural Resources Policy for Agriculture: A State of Knowledge Review”
has four objectives, namely: (1) To compile Thailand’s natural resources policies for
agriculture, including forest, land and water policies, as well as agricultural policies, from the
past to the present; (2) To build a database that includes natural resources policies for
agriculture in a table format that allows comparison of the timelines of forest, land, and water
policies and agricultural policies for future research and reference; (3) To analyze consistency
and coherence among forest, land, and water policies and agricultural policies in regard to
timing of implementation; and (4) To draw lessons from the formulation and implementation
of natural resources policies for agriculture in relation to agricultural policies in the past, so as

to suggest guidelines for formulating more effective policies in the future.

The study finds that the Thai state has continuously formulated natural resources policies
for agriculture for a long time since the Sukhothai period until the present. Such policies
include forest, land, and water policies, which directly and indirectly affect agricultural
policies. The four sets of policies have changed over time according to the changes in socio-
economic development conditions of the country, and according to the policy directions of
the 61 administrations that have been in power. Some national resources policies are
coherent with certain agricultural policies, while many others are not. Some natural resources
policies for agriculture may be coherent in terms of principles and concepts with some
agricultural policies, as well as their “timelines,” i.e., timing of policy implementation. But
many of them were not implemented or implemented without aligning the “timelines.” Such
policy incoherence and unaligned timing of policy implementation induces many of the
current problems in agricultural development. Ten lessons are drawn from the past

experiences to be used as guidelines for future policymaking.



