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Abstracts

Allocation of public land is one way that the State can reallocate land it no
longer wishes to utilize for the benefit of the landless while at the same time address
problems of land encroachment and poverty alleviation. However, since land
allocation is mentioned in many pieces of legislation, Royal Decrees and Regulations
of the Office of the Prime Minister which may differ in criteria, approach and
condition, it is generally recognized that there is need to improve and develop a
unified approach which is also consistent with the Constitution B.E. 2560 as well as
the National Reform Strategy.

Based on reviews of this study, the various laws and regulations can be
classified into 3 groups, (i) land allocation according the principles of the specific
laws, (ii) land allocation to address specific problems or to comply with national
policies during certain time periods, and (iii) land allocation for purpose of making
productive use of the land during the transitional phase when the government do not
have any plans to utilize land, or land allocation to meet demands of the people. This
study covers the analysis of 15 agencies and altogether 9 pieces of legislation and
looks into the types of land for allocation, the people who are eligible and the size of
land to allocate, the types of land rights and documents and associated conditions.
Finally, there is analysis of the impact on land utilization and natural resources and
environment.

The key recommendations are that any on-going land allocation activities
should be expedited and completed. Emphasis should be on public land that have
already been encroached and where relocation is not an option and areas that comply
with the policy of the National Land Policy Committee. Greater attention should be
on acquisition of private land that exceeds the ceiling. There should be a limit on the
time allowed for compliance. Definitions of farmers and communities that are eligible
should be revised to ensure consistency with the current social and economic context.
Although beneficiaries are expected to use land for agricultural production, they
should also be allowed to use part of the land allocated for uses other than which may
generate higher economic returns. If the intention is to allocate public land on a
permanently, the beneficiaries should be granted the right to lease allocated land on a
long-term basis. It is also recommended that a new Land Allocation Bill be drafted
which will in effect, replace existing pieces of legislation. With this proposed Bill
being the only piece of legislation for all responsible agencies to follow, it should be
possible to end past problems of overlaps and contradictions. This proposed Bill
should also address the need to integrate all existing types of funds related to land
allocation as well as the endorse the principle of a providing assistance to farmers and
the poor. Finally, the Bill should embrace the principle of adopting economic
instruments as a management tool.
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