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ABSTRACT

Project Code: RDG61T0019
Project Title: Potential Development Guidelines for Community-based Ecotourism
Attractions in Upper Northern Region
Investigators: Esichaikul, R.; Chansawang, R.
Sukhothai Thammathirat Open University
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Project Duration: 1 December 2017-30 November 2018

The purposes of this research were (1) to study contexts of community-based ecotourism
in upper northemn region; (2) to examine level of potential development of community-based
ecotourism attractions in upper northern region; and (3) to provide some guidelines of how to
develop community-based ecotourism attractions in upper northern region.

This research was a mixed method of qualitative and quantitative research. Population
were stakeholders related to community-based ecotourism of public sector, private sector, local
communities, and academic experts in the upper northern region. Twenty-six interviews and focus
groups were conducted through purposive sampling from related key informants during January
to April 2018. For quantitative data analysis, statistical tools for descriptive analysis was scoring
points. For qualitative data analysis, content analysis was used to analyze data.

The results showed that (1) several provinces in upper northern region were the
location of well-known attractions internationally and the tourism center that connected to
Greater Mekong Sub-region. Their attractive tourism features included natural attractions,
culture and art, and their hospitality. Natural attractions were abundant and related to
ecosystem and biodiversity of the area. Ecosystem was the magnet for eco-tourists in which
received some indirect impact from tourism. The ecotourism attractions in the community
forests had some potentials but lack of sustainable tourism standards due to inefficient
tourism management and knowledge deficiency of ecotourism management. Many local
communities were interested in developing their tourism resources into ecotourism
attractions. (2) The results of assessing potential attributes of community-based ecotourism
attractions showed that Maneepruek community, Thung Chang District, Naan Province

was natural areas with tourism development and received 67.5 points out of 100 or at
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a good level (3 stars). Huaypaan Community, Chiang Klang District, Naan Province was natural
areas with tourism development and received 70 points out of 100 or at a good level (3 stars).
As a result, the knowledge transfer activities were conducted to increase knowledge, skills and
confidence for the two communities for ecotourism potential development. (3) The research
findings lead to guidelines for the communities for developing ecotourism including exploring
the history and identities of the village, interpretation development for community-based
ecotourism attractions, formulating natural resources preservation plan, identifying tourist
carrying capacity of the area, activity development for extra income of community,
infrastructure development, value adding and processing agricultural products, community
motivation for participation in tourism planning, encouragement of younger generation for
participation for tourism planning, expanding community involvement in generating tourism
income, and data collection for tourist arrivals and their perceived channels of

communication.
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