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Abstract

Tourism industry on the East-West Economic Corridor (EWEC), in Thailand, Lao
PDR and Vietnam areas, is expanding and gaining popularity due to various types of tourism,
either natural tourism or cultural tourism on the corridor. However, the tourism industry
promotion of the corridor does not only result in economic development, but also in over
resource consumption to drive the tourism industry. Therefore, recommendations on the
development of logistics tourism components towards environmentally sustainable tourism
of tourist destinations was developed. The recommendations aim to prevent environmental
impacts on tourist destination on the corridor, from Lower Northern Thailand to Danang,
Vietnam. Data on tourism logistics components of each tourist destination was collected
from an in-depth interview of key informants and from field visits for empirical data. Tourism
logistics components consist of attractions, tourist activities, souvenir shops, restaurant,
accommodation and transportation on site. In addition, this study developed criteria for an
assessment of tourism logistics components towards environmental sustainability. The
criteria were developed based on global sustainable tourism criteria for destinations by
Global Sustainable Tourism Council and guidelines for sustainable creative tourism
development by Tourism Authority of Thailand. The assessment was conducted to
understand if the management of each tourism logistics component of a selected
destination followed environmental sustainability principle. An adapted life cycle thinking,
which is an approach to consider any activity from raw material handling, operation, use and
waste management, was applied to assess each tourism logistics component. The
assessment results and information of each life cycle thinking stage of the selected
destinations were used to develop recommendations on the development of logistics
tourism components towards environmentally sustainable tourism of tourist destinations.
For Thailand, the results suggested that government sector or other tourism related
organizations should provide more knowledge on environmentally friendly business
management to entrepreneurs in the tourism industry, promote the use of environmentally
friendly materials, including renewable energy, as an option for entrepreneurs and tourists,
and to provide an environmentally friendly waste management system. For Lao PDR
(Savannakhet city), it was suggested to improve road condition since road condition has
influence on resource consumption in maintenance and fuel consumption of a vehicle. The

city should provide public transportation system to help reduce energy consumption and air



emissions, and setup sustainable tourism development plan, which includes e.g. public
health, sanitation and waste management system. For Vietnam (Danang, Hoi An and Hue), it
was recommended to promote awareness on efficient resource consumption, non-
renewable resource consumption reduction and environmentally friendly material
development, and to support the utilization of public transportation, including the use of

renewable energy.
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