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Abstract

This research aims to study economic, social, and endowment factors, including infrastructure
and facilities that affects the tourism supply of secondary tourist cities in the lower northeastern
provinces 2. The targeted provinces consist of Yasothon, Sisaket and Amnat Charoen. The mixed method
is applied by using documentary research with secondary data, qualitative research, and area based
collaborative research. The result from documentary research indicates that although physical
characteristics of the area is the key factor of spatial disparity, the three provinces still have a potential
for the economic development in the future. When considering the population and social dimensions
in the area, we find that the median ages of population of all three provinces are higher than the
regional and country levels. In addition, the most population have low education and work in the
agricultural sector.

According to the qualitative and area based collaborative researches, the result of the
assessment of the potential of tourist attractions that are in three provinces reveals that there is only
one "excellent level" (3 stars) tourist attraction in all three provinces, namely Wat Phrai Phatthana in
Sisaket. Also, Most of the tourist attractions have been evaluated at "fair level" (1 star). The result of
interview and focus groups discussion shows key informants of all three provinces have a positive
attitude towards the development and the promotion of tourism in the area. In terms of transportation
and logistics, the current situation of both the national higshway and rails, are still limited. Future links
will take place under the construction of the M4 motorway and the development of a double-track
train, which is scheduled to start in the next 5-10 years. There is also a plan to develop routes that pass
through only Sisaket and Ubon Ratchathani. In addition, we find that tourism facilities, hotel and
restaurants, are only concentrated around tourist attractions in some areas.

Consequently, all three provinces should invest in the development of tourist attractions and
improve the standard of all tourist attractions and tourism facilities. The authorities of each province
should encourage public-private partnership in development and management of tourist attractions, as
well as establish a provincial tourism committee for a more comprehensive management of tourism

industry in the provinces.



