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Abstract

This research aims to analyze spatial patterns in finding gaps, opportunities, and possibilities
for promoting and managing new forms of tourism including setting guidelines for using tourism as a
driver to increase income and reduce inequality in the secondary provinces. Provinces in the
Northeastern part of Thailand, namely Yasothon, Amnat Charoen, and Sisaket, are selected case
studies from the lower Northeastern region of Thailand. By applying results from documental and
qualitative research in targeted province in other sub-project, we find that three provinces are
dominant in agriculture with great natural resources and own local culture. But there are weaknesses
in the lack of young labor and public participation, the inconvenience and insufficience of
transportation and logistics, and the hot and dry climate. We find that the plan to revive and upgrade
Loeng Nok Tha airport to serve as a commercial airport, the Global Kitchen Plan, and the hosting of
the SEA Games in Ubon Ratchathani in 2025 can be great opportunities for all three provinces to
prosper in terms of tourism. However, we find that there is an important threat that main cities
nearby will grow faster than targeted provinces, which might leave the provinces at disadvantage.
We also recommend that authorities at the national level should not focus secondary-province
tourism promotion on only Community-based Tourism (CBT) since there are other approaches to
promote tourism. Also a focus should be made to tourism promotion in targeted provinces.

Yasothon has advantages in agro-tourism development and organic agriculture development
while Sisaket is a pilot province for sport cities. In addition, Sisaket has important tourist attractions
that have national and international reputation. It is also a starting point for ancient Khmer civilization
tourism. Amnat Charoen has established "sufficiency culture" and "happiness,” with a strong public
participation and being a "herbal city". However, we find that most tourism policies / projects that
all three provinces pursued came from centralized national policies that are implemented
throughout the country. In addition, even though the targeted provinces have beautiful tourist
attractions, they still lack widespread and effective publicity.

The results of the Gap Analysis show that Yasothon still faces problems with income from
both income from tourism and the value of OTOP products while Sisaket province has a high chance
of achieving the target of income and sales of OTOP products. The border trade of Amnat Charoen
has a relatively low value and has a lot of variance and therefore cannot be evaluated.

The province should focus on tourism development to meet international standards, raise
the level of tourism promotion to a part of provincial key strategies , and promote tourism outside

Community-based Tourism (CBT) scheme or “Nawatwithi”. It should also consider investing in or
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developing tourist attractions with clear and defined responsibilities and ownership among involved
parties, which will have impacts on budgeting of involved organizations. Also the local authorities
should consider establishing of a center for tourist attractions that collects and maintains reliable
tourism information as well as conduct research and find "stories" of tourist attractions that are

consistent at all levels.
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