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Abstract

This research is one of a series of studies of the research set that aims to develop
tourism potential for communities around world heritage corridor area Kamphaengphet -
Sukhothai- Si Satchanalai. The concept is to link those communities together in terms of their
historical and cultural content, both tangible and intangible cultural, in hope of bringing wider
range of tourism opportunities on a level involving community to them. The study includes
the collecting of data along the main routes in the area of the core of the three historical
parks to understanding its topography and the culture in the area in terms of people ways of
living, and their beliefs from the past to the present. It also shows how important of the area
as the source of evidence of the nation’s early-perioded civilization.

The research output is the database of historical and cultural of communities which is
used to evaluate their potential for tourism. The results show that their strengths are the
potential of topography, history and culture. However, they have limitation on tourism
administration since only a few communities manage to have it. As a result, the early stage of
the development plan is proposed as having the cultural linkage that encourage knowledge
sharing among communities. This should provide them a form of community collaboration to
create the tourism content which can also link to the major content and be able to expand
its networks in the future.

The proposed development plan is based upon the tourism potential data from the
output database. The linkage between communities are considered as a framework comprises
of 3 main content area: Cultural Ecology; Art and Craft; Art and Architecture. They also include
tangible and intangible cultural heritage. The three perspectives should enable the framework
to include both cultural route of Pra Roung (Sukhothai culture) and the existing road in the
present. The framework is applied to the 3 main areas involving the 3 historical parks of the
corridor.

a. The area of communities around Si Satchanalai historical park has a geographical
characteristic as a small plane with its northern part surrounded by mountains. The culture of
the area is blended with culture of Lanna and culture of Lan Chang. This area demonstrates

that there is a flow of culture. On one hand a handicraft is a natural product that is transformed



into a cultural product. With some encouragement it can become the uniqueness. In the
perspective of art and architecture in this area, there is content and product of the cultural
evolution. The example includes an establishment of riverside communities to a settlement
along land roads, hence shophouses buildings.

b. The communities around Sukhothai historical park represent as the center of the
area since the old times and full of accommodation. Physical of this area has its relationship
between highland especially the Kao Luang and a plane area has influenced people’s beliefs
and has been a resource for cultural inventions. From the perspective of art and culture, the
area has developed to the point of having its own tradition hence the linkage between a
settlement which based on physical environment and a culture formation which reflects
religious beliefs. The outstanding characters can demonstrate an evolution from the past

C. The area around Kamphaengphet historical park is being a cultural area located on
a plane along a river. As a result, there is a conflict between physical pattern alteration of
community and the city development. In order to sustain ecological attributes, the
communities and the government should focus on cultural ecology along a river. In the
perspective of art and craft, there are connections with contemporary society including culture
of food, handicraft, religious tradition. In the perspective of art and architecture, there is
variation of styles from the past to the present. However, the cultural data in this area isolates
itself from other upper two areas because of its riverside trading, culture of Thai and Chinese
and other tribe, which result in greater transformation.

The proposed intermediate and the long-term plan of these areas is to develop
cultural product and the public spokespeople for community tourism. This spokesperson in
community tourism is the one who serves either Thai or non-Thai tourists, who able to create
a link between cultures and both the past and the present. It is significant to realize the value
and able to recognize the cultural identities which associate them with the content of the
three perspectives: Cultural ecology; Art and Crafts; and Art and Architecture and an efficiently

transfer the contents and ensure a sustainability of the culture.

Keywords: Tourism Management, Cultural Heritage, Historical Community, Folklore
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