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Abstract

The objectives of the first research, A study of potential tourism for abandoned
monasteries: a case study of walled-city areas of Chiang Mai Province, are to study
potential for abandoned monasteries in the old town of Chiang Mai Province so as to
enhance them to become living heritage as they have strong relationship with the city. Not
only restoration is concerned, but also space development and activities. According to the
Fine Arts Department’s study in 2010, 74 abandoned monasteries were registered and 46 of
them are remnants. 31 of the remnants in 11 subdistricts in the areas of old walls were
selected as the pilot projects. 10 monasteries, comprising 3 groups as Group 1: no need
space development, they are Wat Inthakhin, Wat Pan Sat, Wat Saen Ta Hoi, Wat That Klang;
Group 2: need some spaces development, they are Wat Nong Lom, Wat Pah Tan, Wat Pah
Oy, Wat Chiang Khong; and Group 3: need most spaces development, they are Wat Lao
Siang, Wat Pah Daeng Luang to become new tourist destinations. As a result, five-year
management plan is prepared to lead them to become other effective destinations in the

old town.

Due to the findings, potential of old and abandoned monasteries can be
strengthened. These monasteries are scattered in the areas of old town and can be
accessible by walking and riding bikes. Income can be generated to maintain the existence
of the sites and activities. Stakeholders, both the government offices, such as the Fine Arts
Department and Buddhist offices can help restore the sites, and the locals can gain income
from activities in the areas. Public spaces can be developed, based on zoning management,
with appropriate interpretation tools, focusing on types of value found in each site. It is

possible for the remnants to become public spaces of both the locals and tourists.

Keywords Old town conservation, Sacred monument tourism



