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Abstract

The second research project, A study of tourism management for abandoned
monasteries: a case study of walled-city areas of Chiang Mai Province, aims to figure out
the possibility in enhancing abandoned monasteries to become tourist destinations, relating
to existing attractions which are already well-known, with interpretation and online platform
via mobile phones. The study areas were based on the old town zone, specified in 2010 by
the Committee of Conservation and Development of Rattanakosin and Old Towns, Office of
Natural Resources and Environmental Policy and Planning. 31 temples are found in the the
city walls and 11 sub districts, which are Chang Khlan Sub-district, Chang Phuak Sub-district,
Chang Moi Sub-district, Hai Ya Sub-district, Sri Phum Sub-district, Suthep Sub-district, Nong
Hoi Sub-district, Phra Sing Sub-district, Pa Dad Sub-district, Fa Ham Sub-district, and Wat Ket
Sub-district.

Qualitative research was done, by selecting ten abandoned monasteries which were
potential to be tourist destinations, consisting of Wat Inthakhin, Wat Pan Sat, Wat Saen Ta
Hoi, Wat That Klang, Wat Nong Lom, Wat Pah Tan, Wat Pah Oy, Wat Chiang Khong, Wat Lao
Siang, and Wat Pah Daeng Luang respectively. Five-year management plans were prepared
to enhance these ten monasteries as destinations, with green space and interpretation
center for sustainability. Four monasteries are potential enough and are ready for
management, which can be integrated with business sections. In addition, routes and sub-

routes can connect popular monasteries and abandoned monasteries.

It was found that tourism management plan for abandoned monasteries can relate
to existing popular destinations. Online platform connecting O to O (Online to Offline), along
with interpretation, should focus on SoLoMo (Social, Local, Mobile) group, as they use smart
phones as tourism tools, with reviews and shares of their tourist experiences. This can create

more opportunities for abandoned monasteries in old town areas of Chiang Mai Province.
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