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Abstract
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Duration 15 December 2018-14 December 2019

This marine ecotourism management project in Chumphon Province is sustainable
ecotourism management in coral reefs and underwater pinnacles. This project aims to monitor
of ecological changed in coral reefs and underwater pinnacles for marine ecotourism,
developing and elevating marine ecotourism, and improving marketing for support tourism
business in Chumphon Province

The results of changes of coral reef and underwater pinnacle ecosystems for marine
ecotourism in Chumphon Province showed that coral cover percentage, the population density
of macrobenthos and resident fishes in most areas have increased. The tourism used is below
carrying capacity level. The coral bleaching event in 2018 has low impact on coral reefs. The
results of marine endangered species surveys in 2019 which is the highlight of marine ecotourism
have found 26 whale sharks, 8 sea turtles and 1 Bryde’s whale which are mostly found at Ko
Ngam Noi, Ko Ngam Yai, Ko Lak Neam, Hin Pae, and H.T.M.S Prab Wreck Dive. Most of the tourists
are satisfied with the tourist attraction, tourism plans, the worth of tourism package and
knowledge gained from those activities. Tourists also showed interest in conservation
activities, especially ocean cleaning activities, and marine endangered species conservation. This
project developed tourism packages in Chumphon Province and improve staff knowledge about
the marine ecosystem and conservation focusing on acknowledging tourists, investors, and
communities by conducting a training course based on dive tour regulator course on coral reefs.
The public relation and interpretation of marine ecotourism and improving marketing for support
tourism business in Chumphon Province and studies about tourism targets in-depth must be
done by presenting the identity and signature of marine ecotourism in Chumphon Province
through the modern platform, such as social network which will get to the targets easily. The
interpretation has an important role in growing morality and consideration to tourists about the
cruciality of natural resources.

This project has established a marine ecotourism management plan in Chumphon
Province to drive marine ecotourism under the carrying capacity to support the recreational
used. The plan will be supported by the Chumphon Provincial Operation Office through the
Joint Public and Private Sector Consultative Committee (JPPSCC) consisting of 5 plans, as follows:
1) Developing the basic structure of the service system and marine ecotourism facilities; 2)
Developing the competitiveness of the marine ecotourism investors; 3) Developing and

promoting an identity of marine ecotourism by local communities; 4) Promoting tourism markets



and public relations in order to enhance a good image of marine ecotourism; 5) Developing of

marine ecotourism management mechanisms, research, monitoring and evaluation

Keywords: coral reef, underwater pinnacles, ecology, marine ecotourism, SCUBA diving,
snorkeling, carrying capacity assessment, coral bleaching, marine ecotourism
business, local participation, knowledge enhancement, models of public relations,

marketing promotion model
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