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Abstract

The overall objective of this research deals with developing two communities’
potentials towards Luxury Community-Based Tourism of Khemmarat, Ubonratchathani and
Banchiang, Udon Thani through the Participatory Action Research (PAR) consisting of community
fora, observations, non-formal interviews and small group meetings. Workshops were used to
bring community participation in the PAR process and the Community-Based Tourism Plan of
Action was realized during three repeating cycles. Participatory mechanism brought forth
members of the communities’ private sectors, government agencies to join hands in supporting
the research projects. Along with PAR, the researchers used Delphi Technique by designing an
evaluation form to gauge the two communities’ potentials on gastronomy, culture,
accommodation, accessibility, hospitality, safety, local products, environment, communicating
and activities, tourism program, marketing promotion and sustainability. A panel of 15 experts
for the two cases gave their opinions in the midpot-year reports. A panel of 44 experts and
knowledgeable figures finalized the assessments for Khemmarat and 49 ones for Banchiang. The
overall scores for Khemmarat stand at 80.68% and Banchiang 85.26, which testify to the two
communities” potentials standing within the range of LCBT. Additionally, Geographic Information

System (GIS) was applied in this research to building tourism data base. The findings indicate
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Khemmarat as not facing heavy traffics and its accommodation, tourist attractions, and
restaurants, mostly located in town and near a hospital and police station contribute to safety
advantage. For Banchiang, it has more flexible accessibility but located far apart from hospitals
and police stations which lessens its safety feature. As for the tourism database, the field

surveys culminated in making spatial data, tourist maps, and online-maps.
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