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Abstract

This research is aimed at 4 reasons to study 1)the situation of tourism and
tourism cooperation opportunities in Thailand with the Republic of the Union of
Myanmar and the connecting areas. 2)opinions of tourism-related interests between
Thailand and the Republic of the Union of Myanmar and the connecting areas, and 3)
Suggestions on tourism cooperation between Thailand and the Republic of the Union of
Myanmar. Conduct research using qualitative research methods, Collecting data from
literature reviews, Small group meeting ,Focus group, Interviews and spatial surveys, Data
was analyzed content analysis and prioritization.

The study found that tourism situation in the Republic of the Union of Myanmar
there is a growing trend. As a result of changes in the national development context
under Myanmar Development Sustainable Plan. That attaches importance to economic
policies that are based on the people as the center. Drive continuous development with
the tourism industry being an important tool in national development, And strengths
from the tourist attraction resources that are distributed in 3 different economic and
tourism groups, 1)inner city groups Located in the country's top, including Yangon, Bago,
Syriam, Bagan, Mandalay, Taung Gyi and Nyaung Shwe (Inle Lake), is a city group ready to
support tourism. 2)Outer city groups located in the outskirts of the country are Keng
Tung, Putao, Arakan, Myeik, Mawlamyaing (Kyaiktiyo Pagoda), a city group that has
attractive attractions that are known internationally. But there are limitations on the
availability of tourism components and 3)The border town with Thailand is the port of
Tachileik, opposite Mae Sai district. Chiang Rai Province, Myawaddy opposite Mae Sot
District Tak Province, Phaya Tong Su opposite the three pagodas checkpoint Kan Chana
Buri, Kaw Thaung, opposite Ra Nong and Maw Daung checkpoint, opposite Sing Khon
checkpoint Pra Chuap Khiri Khan Province, All town groups have developed from the
border trading market. But there are limitations on tourist attractions.

As for opportunities for tourism cooperation between Thailand and the Union of
Myanmar, it is found that the potential of the tourism industry. The direction of national
development and supporting factors for the tourism industry of the Union of Myanmar.
Resulting in an opportunity to link tourism cooperation between Thailand and the Union
of Myanmar 2 Important area 1)Lanna civilization Tourism Development Zone (Chiang
Mai, Chiang Rai, Lam Phun, Lam Pang and Pha Yao) linking the Shan State Economy and
Tourism and 2)Royal Coast Tourism Development Zone (Phet Cha Buri Province, Pra
Chuap Khiri Khan, Chumphon and Ra Nong) linking the Mergui Archipelago and Kaw
Thaung, Tanintharyi with 4 important factors. The reasons are 1)Linking is the same
production base. 2)Marketing together between Thailand and Myanmar 3)Establishing



competitive strategies in accordance with the ASEAN tourism cooperation framework and
4)Supporting factors from the tourism industry growth.

As for the opinions of tourism beneficiaries between Thailand and the Republic
of the Union of Myanmar and the connecting areas, it is found that Representative from
high level government agencies involved in the implementation of international relations
policies. There is an opinion on the creation of tourism cooperation between Thailand
and the Union of Myanmar and the investment in the tourism industry in the Union of
Myanmar. Must realize and importance to the direction of national development and
tourism development that creates utility in response to sustainability It is a responsible
investment. Geared towards creating jobs distributing income to the community fairly. As
for opinions from the private sector operators of the Union of Myanmar, the majority in
the same direction that Myanmar has a lot of tourism resources. But the lack of effective
management and, The private sector of Thailand has lessons and experience in tourism
management for a long time. Especially the service sector and business related to
tourism industry, Should transfer skills expertise for Myanmar tourism operators. To
building cooperation and relations on tourism industry development of the Union of
Myanmar and Thailand under the ASEAN strategy.

Recommendations on tourism cooperation between Thailand and the Republic
of the Union of Myanmar have 3 important ways, 1) Creating concrete, enhancing the
competitiveness of ASEAN to be the same destination for tourism. Should promote and
expand the scope of connections and infrastructure in tourism destinations In order to
improve the connection of air transportation and promotion of the ASEAN aviation
market. Link to Mae Fah Luang International Airport Chiang Rai Province with Heho
Airport, Taung Gyi, Southern Shan State (undergoing upgrade to an international airport)
2)Preparation for the opening of a permanent border checkpoint in Mae Hong Son
Province Should expedite the development of tourism links between Mae Hong Son
province Thailand and Loil kaw, Kayah State, Myanmar as natural border areas that are
tourist destinations shared by the community and 3)Link maritime tourism, Beaches and
Islands, Support the development of Royal coast & Andaman route. Focusing on Ra Nong
province and southern Royal coast & Andaman route areas, To be a sea tourism center
aiming to become a world class cruise & yacht destination, connected to the Andaman

sea of the Union of Myanmar.
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