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Abstract

The Vientiane - Boten railway, part of the Kunming-Singapore multi-country rail
network (or “Pan-Asia Railway”), is an anchor investment of the Chinese government’s Belt
and Road Initiative (BRI). The Chinese government would like to use railways to connect each
reach region that connects from Boten, Luang Namtha Province at the China-Laos border to
Vientiane and then Nong Khai Thai-Laos border crossing. Although the line of Vientiane -
Boten railway isn’t directly through Thailand, which is considering the strategy of Thailand,
Thailand would like to be the center of trade and investment of ASEAN. Based on these
reasons, the Vientiane - Boten railway has affected to Thailand due to the border between
Thailand - Lao PDR. Therefore, the study on logistics, economic, tourism and security effects
from Vientiane - Boten railway in Nongkai, Nakonpanom and Mukdahan province is expected.
This research aims to analyze logistics, economic, tourism and security effects from the
Vientiane - Boten railway in Nongkai, Nakonpanom, and Mukdahan province and analyze
mutual effects between Thailand - Lao PDR. from Vientiane - Boten railway. The results
show the effects from the Vientiane - Boten railway in term of 4 aspects as mentioned above
i.e., the effect in logistics aspect is mostly positive effects, the effect in economic aspect is
mostly positive effects, the effect in tourism aspect is positive effects, the effect in security
aspect is negative effects for Nongkai, Nakonpanom, and Mukdahan province. Then the
analysis of mutual effects between Thailand — Lao PDR from the Vientiane - Boten railway
has been investigated. The mutual effects of Thailand and Lao PDR. from the Vientiane -
Boten railway consist of positive effects and negative effects. The positive effects are
included enhancing infrastructure development, increasing the number of tourists, and
reducing cost and time of transportation for both of products and passengers. The negative
effects are included illegal smugsling of foreigners and products, and the plague will

distribute easier due to the increase in the number of tourists and products.
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