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Abstarct

Baan Huak Temporary Checkpoint, Phu Saang District, Phayao Province had been
elevated to the Border Checkpoint on October 10", 2018. It is known as the latest Checkpoint
of this area. Because of a number of supportive factors, such as its decent location, the
Development Strategy of China, and the increasing values from the cross—border trade, Baan
Huak Checkpoint could be effectively developed as another gateway of cross —border trade to
the GMS Region. The previous studies about the development of this Checkpoint were focused
on the border — crossing tourism and, therefore, the opportunities for the export of local
products of the Northern Thailand has always been disregarded. This research applied a
mixed research approach and conducted in 8 provinces in Northern Thailand and 3 GMS’s
member countries: Laos PDR, Vietnam, and Southern China to explore the import-export
opportunities of Thai goods to Laos PDR, Vietnam, and Southern China via Baan Huak border.
By collecting both secondary data from international trading laws, international trade of
Thailand with Laos PDR, Vietnam, and Southern China and primary data from interviewing 83
informants including entrepreneurs, state official from Thailand, Laos PDR, Vietnam, and
Southern China as well as observing consumer behavior, this research reveals opportunities of

import-export opportunities via Baan Huak border.



Recently (2018) the exporting capability of Baan Huak border ranked the lowest
(0.001%) among other Border Checkpoints in northern Thailand. There are only 5 product
clusters exporting via Baan Huak border with the export value of 62.72 million baht. The
study has forecasted that within the next 5 years (2023) Baan Huak border will perform 4
approaches of the export. This provides the exporting opportunities for 15 product clusters and
increases the export value to 1658.14 million baht. Moreover, for the next 10 years (2028),
the agriculture products, foods, particularly processing products, and herbal cosmetics will
continue to be highly demanded, while mechanical and electronic products, as well as
vehicles, tend to be decreased in demand. This results in the reduction of exporting
opportunities from 15 product clusters in 2023 to 6 product clusters in 2028 with the export
value of 515.65 million baht.

In terms of the importing opportunities, there are only 3 product clusters importing via
Baan Huak border in 2018 and the import value is 42.19 million baht. The study forecasts that
within the next 5 years (2023), Baan Huak border will perform 2 approaches of the import.
This provides the importing opportunities for 16 product clusters and increases the import
value to 578.69 million baht. Although, the demand of importing product clusters is increased
in 2028, the importing opportunity is limited due to Thailand importing policy which aims to
controls the balance of trade. This limits the importing products within 16 clusters, however,
the importing value can be increase to 636.57 million baht.

This research also provided guidelines for promoting the export of Thai products via
the Baan Huak Checkpoint to the GMS Region in a period of 5-10 years and the

recommendation for further study at the end of this research.
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