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Abstract

The research on the Social and Cultural History of Sipsong Panna aims at studying
the history of Sipsong Panna since the ancient time to the period of Kuomintang. The study
starts from the local chronicles of Sipsong Panna which indicated the establishment of the local
political communities of the primitive society. Before the development of urban society, the Lu
lived as a small village society. The outstanding characteristic of the Sipsong Panna’s political
system was the iocal autonomy which revealed the trace of the primitive society namely, the
communal land ownership, the rights and duties of the members of the communities. Even
when Sipsong Panna transformed to the feudal system, the king owned “land and water”, the
village still had rights to manage their own resources with the support of the belief on spirits, the
traditional belief of the Lu. Geographical location and environment had a crucial role in forming
the Lu confederation, politcal system of Sipsong Panna. Self sufficient economy with small scale
of trade, enough to support the local consumption, was the economic feature of Sipsong Panna
until the beginning of the 20" century while belief in spirits and Buddhism were the main beliefs
which controlled the Lu’s social behaviour and practices.

China and Burma were the rulers of Sipsong Panna. However, the distance between
Sipsong Panna and the two countries prevented the Lu from their influences. When the
imperialism encroached on Asia, Sipsong Panna was divided among the powers. The bigger
part was given to China, the rest was divided and incfuded into British Burma and French Laos.
The 19" century was a very critical time for Sipsong Panna, Political unrest and conflicts lfed to
the Chinese forward movement to Sipsong Panna and eliminated the power of the “chao nai

Lu™. China absorbed Sipsong Panna totally into the communist regime in 1950.



