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Abstract

The Migration and Settllement of the Yong
in Lamphun 1805-1902

This research studies the history of the migration and settlement of the Yong
people in the city of Lamphun from 1805 to 1902 based on primary sources, for
example, “The Chronicle of Muang Yong” and decument at the National Archives.
Other sources included interviews with leaders in the communities where Yong
people reside.

The findings reveal that the Yong people have been migrating into Lan
Na since the era of Phya Tilokara] of the Mangrai Dynasty. The most important
migration was in 1805 in the reign of Phya Kawila of Chiang Mai. Phya Kawila
pursued the policy of resettling people from Chiang Tung and Chiang Rung in to
Chiang Mai and Lumphun, which had been deserted following many years of war
against the Burmese troops. The resettling of the Yong population from Muang Yong
in Lamphun made the city virtually entirely Yong. The Yong were able to safeguard
and continue much of their culture, especially language.

Since almost the whole population of Muang Yong was resettled the whole
social structure there was brought along, namely the chief, his relatives, nobles,
monks, soldiers and slaves. This greatly affected on the political structure of
Lamphun especially at the initial period from 1805-1811. The Chief of Muang Yong
even played a role in government affairs, unlike in the cities of Chiang Mai and Nan’
where massive evacuation also occurred.

The first group of Yong migrants resettled in areas where agricultural
production was suitable, particularly the lowlands along the Ping, Kuang, Tha, and
Li Rivers. Later, the Yong spread to other lowlands. Muang Yong was an agricultural
town. In Lamphun, most Yong people chose forming to make a living, something
they had always done before their resettlement.

There were also other small groups who were resettled in LumphUn along
with the Yong, namely Shan, Khoen, and Karen. The ethnic diversity has made
Lamphun a city which developed amidst social and cultural assimilation.
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