
 

Abstract 

 

Over the past decades, the Economic Quadrangle concept proposed by the Asian Development 

Bank with its emphases on regional cooperation, the extension of free trade, investment, infrastructural 

development, and tourism has swept through the Greater Mekong Subregion, affecting natural resource 

management system, land use, agricultural decision-making processes. This project aims at a better 

understanding of transnational development and their impact on changing ecosystems and the lives and 

livelihoods of marginal communities in the Mekong region. The focus is on the impact of changing 

ecosystems on local economies, life-styles, and cultural practices. This research project is an attempt to 

give a critical examination of these dramatic changes and how they are related to sustainable development 

of the region. Two central issues underlie our approach to the changing subregion: (1) the forces of 

transnational enclosure that are changing the rural landscape and marginalizing rural communities and (2) 

the increasing commoditization of resources and labor in the process of agrarian transformation taking 

place in the GMS. 
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