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Abstract

This research aims to answer two aspects in 1) the potential in changing context
of farmer at Chaiya district, and 2) looking for the appropriate model in order to restore
the rice farming according to the sufficiency economy. The research areas are: 3
subdistrict of of Chaiya i.e., Pavae subdistrict, Tung subdistrict, and Lamed subdistrict.

The study process to get the above-mentioned answers start basically with the
understanding the research area. Later on, study 3 main topics from studying both
document and field study. Field study do by observation, interview, group discussion,
focus group, participation in community activities, and take real action in the community.
All data collected from study are analysis and synthesis, and report by descriptive
method.

The potential of farmers at Chaiya district are: their skill in farming both
traditional and modern method, they work accordingly in variety of groups, which led to
work easily together in all activities, transportations in the area are convenient, there
are varieties species of rice seeds, and also the rice gain center of Suratthani province
available in the area where the farmers can depend on the rice gain high quality, the
rice files are fertile, and water resource are in good quality in which can be the
community’ s supply, the community still keep the traditional activity revealed belief in
the goddess Bosob (rice seed goddess), and there are lots of rice mills where rice seed
can be milling both for consume in the community and distribute. The weak point are:
the rice farmings are reduce, some year there was drought or flood in the area, lots of
golden apple snail in the area, the rice seed farmed in the area is not in a good quality,
the farmers do not take a good care of the rice seed, the farmers use machine in stead
of animal in all process, and the farmers use lots of fertilizer chemical, and chemical,
which increasing the farming cost. Moreover, the group management could not make
the group stand by themselves permanently, and the middlemen took advantage in
buying the rice seed. The above-mentioned condition led the farmer to be both chance,
and obstruction. The chances are: the farmers have opportunity of farm a good quality
rice seed, there are plenty of rice both to consume, and for others activities in the
family, the rice seed can make into others product to gain unearned income. The

obstructions are: the rice seed is still in a low quality, less chance to distribute, no



bargaining power to the middlemen, the rice seed price is unstable led to the insecurity
in farming career. However, the farmer still keep faith that the problems can be solved
by restored, and developed the farming method along with the sufficiency economic.

There are activities to revive the appropriate model to restore the rice farming
according to the sufficiency economy had been done. After finished all activities,
knowledge from the activities are recorded with the participation from farmers, and
related persons. Activities that had been done are: the farmers try out in doing present
rice farming, rice farming without using chemical, farming the Chaiya fragrant rice, to
preserve and develop the traditional wisdom in rice farming, and the participation in
farming of the young generation farmers. Later on, the result of all activities have been
analyzed and concluded.

There are three models to revive the rice farming according to the sufficiency
economic i.e., 1) the present farming method with a bit changing, 2) rice farming without
the utilize of chemical, and 3) the synchronized between the 1st and 2nd method.
However, the three methods are not the final and fix answer in rice farming, it depends
on the context of each farmer, each group, and each area. Moreover, there are agree
among farmers that the most concerned part in rice farming is the safety of the farmer

in rice farming, the safety of the rice consumer, green environment, and the good profit.
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