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ABSTRACT

The present study aims to investigate prominent linguistic features that mark Thai
legal language and to relate those linguistic features to certain stylistic attributes of legal
language. Data of legal language were drawn from codes and court judgments. By
applying Biber and Conrad’s qualitative and quantitative methods (Biber and Conrad
2009), legal language was compared to three other registers; namely, academic
language, media language, and political language in order to determine the distinctive
linguistic characteristics of Thai legal language. The results show five attributes of Thai
legal language, and each attribute is marked by certain linguistic forms. Explicitness is
marked by different types of reference and by the use of relative clauses. Complexity is
indicated by three markers: the use of complex sentences, co-ordinate conjunctions, and
legal terminology. Authority is marked by two types of verbs, namely, authoritative verbs
and permissive verbs. Objectivity is indicated by the use of nominalization and passive
constructions. In addition, accuracy is marked by the phrases referring to the previous

documents and by the use of numbers referring to the exact dates and time.
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