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ABSTRACT

This study aims to explore the linguistic features of Thai political language, and to
analyze the underlying attributes that signify this register. The data was collected from
speeches of Thai politicians in various political activities; for example, government policy
statements, public speeches, Prime Minister's weekly TV talk shows. The data was
analyzed qualitatively and quantitatively, following Biber and Conrad (2009). To confirm
distinctiveness of the features found in this register, the results were compared to those in
the other three equally dominant registers in Thai; media, legal, and academic registers.

It is found that Thai political language has two attributes or properties: persuasion
and solidarity. Persuasion is realized by five different linguistic markers; namely,
words/phrases with positive meanings, final particles, rhetorical questions, metaphors, and
repetition. The other properties, solidarity, is characterized by the use of 1St person

pronouns and address terms.
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