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ABSTRACT

Academic language is a kind of register that is important to society. It is a tool for
teaching and learning and also disseminating knowledge among members of a society. A
review of literature on academic language shows that there are a large number of
publications in English concerning this topic. They are research works on various issues
on academic language and textbooks or manuals on academic writing. In contrast, there
is virtually no publication on Thai academic language. Therefore, to fill in this gap of
knowledge in Thai society, this study has two purposes. First, it aims to analyze distinctive
linguistic features that mark stylistic attributes of Thai academic register. Secondly, it
intends to infer the meanings of power of academic language from the stylistic attributes.
The data used in the analysis was taken from a sample of theses and articles published
in academic journals purposely selected so as to cover various branches of knowledge.
Both quantitative and qualitative methods were adopted in the analysis. The results show
that Thai academic language is signified by 8 attributes; namely, explicitness, complexity,
objectivity, formality, precision, accuracy, honesty, and hedging. All of these attributes are
identified by linguistic markers, such as nominalization, zero-subject sentences, technical
terms, and avoidance of non-standard usage, e.g., slang, foreign words, colloquial
expressions, ambiguous sentences, etc. From these findings, the meanings of power of
academic language are inferred: the power of “a learned person,” the power of a source

of reference and the power of a model for the society.
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