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Abstract

Like other ethnic identities in Thailand, Tai Dam ethnic identity has been shaped by the power of
the nation-state and the modernity discourse. This article explores the situational expression of
ethnic identity by a Tai Dam group. It contends that under the imposed hierarchy between the
rulers and the ruled within the Thai nation-state, the Tai Dam express their ethnic identity
situationally as Thai, Tai Dam, and Lao. The formation of the modern Thai nation-state and the
Thai-ization of the ethnic others have created an ambivalence toward the Tai Dam ethnic
identity. This article is framed by Thongchai Winichakul's notion of “the other within" and the .
chao bannok as the docile others. It illustrates the negotiation over the meaning of being Thai _

with different ethnicity in the Thai state through an ethnography of an annual Tai Dam festival.
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