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Abstract
Project ID: SRI 60300701
Project title: Development of Blue Economy in Thailand’s coastal provinces.
Researchers:  Niramon Sutummakid and Anin Aroonruengsawat

Faculty of Economics, Thammasat University
Email address:  niramon@econ.tu.ac.th

Project period: 16 February 2017 — 15 February 2018 (extended to 25 April 2019)

The two main objectives of this study are (1) assessing the value of economic
activities which rely on coastal marine resources at the provincial level and (2) analyzing
the blue economy developing tendency in coastal provinces. According to blue
economy indicators developed in this study, the two main drivers of blue economy are
fishery and tourism. We found that Pattani, Surat Thani, Trang, Ranong, Samut Sakorn,
Trat and Chantaburi rely significantly on aquaculture and fishery (fishery economy) while
Phuket Chonburi Krabi Surat-Thani, Songklha, Trat and Pang Nga generate significant
amount of tourism receipts (tourism economy). From in-depth interviews with local
communities and authorities, communities are not well aware of blue economy
concept. The deterioration of coastal environment and the lack of blue economy
development plan are the hurdles to the development of blue economy.

Policy recommendations for the development of blue economy are proposed as
follows. Government agencies should work together in integrated way to collect/ to
consolidate blue economy related data in order to accurately evaluate the current stage
of blue economy and monitor the development. Community participation in policy
decision and uses in marine and coastal resources should enhance. Blue economy
master plan should be developed. Local authorities should be able to collect
environmental tax (such as plastic bag tax, tourist tax and water pollution tax) and use
the tax revenue for environmental protection or improvement projects. Sustainable

tourism should be also promoted.
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