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Abstract

Project Code: TRG5880039

Project Title: Interrelationship of Living Way and Vernacular Houses in Southern Buddhist
Thai between Nakorn Sri Thammarat and Songkhla provinces, and Orang
Siam in Kedah Malaysia

Investigator: Dr. Supawadee Chuapram
School of Architecture and Design, Walailak University

E-mail Address: csupawad@wu.ac.th

Project Period: July 2015 — June 2018

Nowadays, people has been acknowledged about the importance of the vernacular houses
conservation and rehabilitation, but rarely the understanding their ways of living and socio-cultural
contexts representation. Since the characters of vernacular houses are differed by theirs capacities
to adapt into each context, this inspired the research on Vernacular Houses in Southern Buddhist
Thai between Nakorn Sri Thammarat and Songkhla provinces, and Orang Siam in Kedah Malaysia.

In the old days, human migration stimulated the cultural exchange in every community.
People created their relationships and connections through this situation. The Siamese (Old Thai
People), both in Thailand and Malaysia are also bonded by this process. The Southern Thai-
Buddhist communities had developed socio-cultural exchange network, considering a relying
system, on agriculture, kinship and religious since the effect of Burney Treaty to Kedah was a part
of Malaysia. Therefore, this research aimed to study about the relationships between the Southern
Thai-Buddhist communities in Nakorn Sri Thammarat, Songkhla provinces and Orang Siam in
Kedah Malaysia, focused on the relationship of macro and micro factors affected the physical
characteristics of their vernacular houses.

The research are composed with the comparative approach by collecting multi-materials
such as observation, surveying, measurement, photograph, architectural drawing, and deep-
interviewing, for information integration and analytical process. The knowledge derived from the
research has shown that the variety of physical elements in vernacular houses were transformed
into a new characteristic of Buddhist-Thai dwellings by the emergence of hybrid politic, economic
and society. However, kinship ties and Buddhist-Thai beliefs have been strengthen the existence

of local living in vernacular houses.
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