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Abstract

Southeast Asian Dynamism after the End of Cold War

After independence, all countries in Southeast Asia attempt to develop
themselves aiming at growth and wealth. Some even try to democratize in the process
of state-buiiding and nation-buiiding. They also realize that there is a real need for
mutual cooperation if they do not want to remain under external influence, thus the
creation of ASEAN in 1967. The end of the cold war signifies the victory of capitalism
which is boosted by globalization force and rapid expansion of information technology.
The US declares New World Order which dictates ali states to accept liberalization of
trade and investment, envircnment protection, human rights, and democratization.
Capitalism and market economy are main thrust of economy in the area while reforms
are being attempted in economics and politics. On the political side, paolitical reform
focuses on proper function of the process of democratization propelled by forces of civil
society groups which stress good governance, transparency and accountability.
Continuing economic growth ushers in national capitalists whose close relations with the
ruiing class enriches both of them more. There emerges the new middle class or the
new rich whose life style is characterized by consumerism and leisure. Ethnic and
religious conflicts grow and become more violent and these conflicts are related to
economic growth, social changes and state policy. Labour migration, drug trafficking,
transnational crime, human trafficking are new phenomena impacted upon all nations.
Events of regional scope such as haze, economic growth areas, telecommunication and
transportation bring ASEAN countries closer to each other, and, as such, cooperations
are extended regionally and internationalty. Access to infoermation of various forms
enhances people in Southeast Asia to know more about each other. Whether they
understand each other better is another matter. Peculiar attachment to the national

identity may impede this.





