In Search of Ethnic Identity:
An Analysis of Joy Harjo's Selected Poems
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Abstract

This article analyses the poetry of Joy Harjo (1951- ), a mixed blood Native American
female writer, in its cultural context. It argues that Harjo attempts to use her poetry as a means
to search for her ethnic identity and restore her Creek ethnic roots. Trying to place o Harjo's
poetry in its cultural context, this paper also traces many possible reasons that brings about
cultural loss to Native American inhabitants: the imposition of whites' educational system, and
the feeling of alienation. Moreover, | regard her poetry as a ceremonial literature, which enables

her to heal her psychological problems.
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