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Abstract 
  

 Genetically Modified Organisms (GMOs) are the most controversial products that cause 

many disputes among trading nations. On the one hand, GMOs are considered as miracle 

goods that may solve world hunger, insect problems for farmers, and new sources of cheap 

medicine. On the other hand, GMOs are viewed as evil products that may, in the long run, be 

harmful to human consumption, can be used as a tool to increase the monopoly power of the 

multinational corporation, and may destroy the diversity of the nature.  

 Nations that support GMOs have been trying to gain the world acceptance via 

international organizations and free trade negotiations. Nations that oppose GMOs counteract 

by imposing new rules and regulations to prevent the introduction of GMOs into their markets 

and environment. These actions have led to many trade dispute cases. 

 Thailand is caught in a policy dilemma as it has many statuses in the area of GMOs. 

Thailand needs to response to the request of many multinational corporations that intent to 

introduce GMOs for commercial production into Thailand. It is also one of the developing 

countries that depends on imported GMOs technology, needs substantial amount of GMO food 

imports for its own consumption. Yet Thailand depends on food exports to countries that oppose 

G M O s  a n d  m a y  b e  s u f f e r e d  f r o m  t h e  d a m a g e s  o n  i t s  b i o d i v e r s i t y . 

 This document summarizes the important issues related to environment and 

international trade in GMOs. For instance, issues related to Cartagena Protocal on Biosafety, 

Codex Alimentarius Commission, trade measures that can be used to restrict GMOs, policies 

towards GMOs of Thailand’s major trade partners are summarized and analyzed. The document 

ends with the policy implications and suggestions for Thailand. 


