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Title : The Formation of and Change in Communities at Bang Kholaem

Researcher : Associate Professor Dr. Punnee Bualek

Abstract

This research has three purposes 1. to study the formation of and change in communities
at Bang Kholaem in history 2. to explain the causes of their formation and change and 3. to find
out and to understand the way of the lives and cultures of communities in this area. This research
used historical methodology in studying the historical events in the area. All of the sources were
analyzed to find out the factors which made the formation of and changes in Bang Kholaem
community.

Bang Kholaem was a mixture of three groups of people . They were Thai, Chinese and
Muslim. Among them, Thai people were the first group settled at the end of the Ayutthaya period
and after the Ayutthaya Empire had collapsed, their communities expanded. Muslim people were
the second group that settled here. Some of them had moved from Pattani since 1786 in Rama I
era and lather in Rama IV and Rama V Indonesian Muslim escaped from the control of
Netherlands to this area. Muslim people had their mosques as the central of communities .There
are 7 mosques in Bang Kholaem. The Chinese , began to settle down in the early period of
Rattanakosin. They worked as gardeners and as coolies in rice mills and sawmills located along
the Chao Phraya River after the Bowring Treaty. Chinese people had their shrines and
associations as the center of their communities and there were 3 in this area. All of the ethnic
groups; Thai, Muslim and Chinese could live together in harmony in Bang Kholaem..

In the past the people of Bang Kholaem led tranquil live based on agriculture as and
subsistence farmers. They had rice fields, orchards, boat markets, land markets and Thai classical
music ensembles. All of them were gradually changed when as time passed they were faced with
the process of modernization and urbanization. From about 2512 BE. this idyllic agricultural
lives came to an end.

There were four factors that influenced the formation of and change in Bang Kholaem

community 1. the people moving in this are all the times in history 2. the fertility of land and



(4)

the good surrounding environment 3. the social and political situation both inside and outside the

country, and 4. a capitalist economic system, both nationally and globally.



