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Project : Potential Development of Researchers and Research Project Proposal on
Community-based Tourism of Rajabhat University Cluster in Lower

Northeastern Region (Lower Isaan)

Abstract

This research project aimed to 1) survey and analyze the potential of researchers in
the cluster of Rajabhat Universities located in the lower northeastern region, 2) develop the
potential of researchers in the cluster of Rajabhat Universities located in the lower
northeastern region through the processes of developing research problems for local
community development, and 3) develop the research project proposals in responding to
the re-profiling strategic modification of Rajabhat Universities in accordance with the research

policy of the government.

The findings revealed that the researchers who participated in this potential
development processes are mostly from social sciences. Since the executive summary
meeting of research institute’s directors from the cluster of Rajabhat Universities located in
the lower northeastern region agreed to choose the research issue to support the strategy of
Rajabhat Universities in terms of community-based tourism, the researchers who attended
the potential development processes were from social science rather than science. The
processes of developing research problems for local community development under this
research project were arranged by the networks of research institutes and cluster development of
Rajabhat Universities located in the lower northeastern region as a starting way for
management, not separated management of each university. As the six areas (Chaiyaphum,
Nakhon Ratchasima, Buri Ram, Surin, Si Sa Ket, and Ubon Ratchathani) had their similar
economic, social and cultural characteristics, it was an important reason for them to
cooperate in searching research problems on community-based tourism together in which
Buriram Rajabhat University is the center of this participatory management with the directors
of Research and Development Institutes from the cluster of Rajabhat Universities located in

the lower northeastern region in all processes of the research project.

The result of this project initiated a research plan of the cluster of Rajabhat
Universities located in the lower northeastern region; that is, the management innovation of
community-based tourism in the lower northeastern region. In addition, there were 6 sub-
projects under this research plan including 1) the management innovation of value-
added and value of community-based tourism resources in the lower northeastern

region; 2) the management innovation of mechanism of network-driven of community-



based tourism in Lower Isaan, 3) the prediction of infrastructure and income
distribution from community-based tourism in the lower northeastern region, Thailand in
order to support the high quality tourists, 4) the management innovation of modern
market of community-based tourism for the high quality European tourists, 5) the
innovation for developing the learning resources for community-based tourism in the
lower northeastern region , and 6) the management of crisis, impact and risk of

community-based tourism to be the happiness community in the lower northeastern region.
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