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Abstract (1)

The study on “Street Food Vending : Success and Indicators” investigates
street food vending activity in Bangkok at structural and enterprise levels. At structural
level, the study argues that economic dualism theory is not sufficient to explain the
persistence and expansion of street food vending activity in Bangkok. The
persistence and expansion of street food vending in Bangkok is attributed to
factors at global and local levels, namely economic liberalization, globalization,
Thailand’s economic development strategy, food culture, the urbanization of Bangkok
and government policy at national and local levels.

At the enterprise level, the study finds diversity among street food
vendors in many aspects. There is diversity in economic performance and levels of
success as reflected in daily investment, earnings and vendors’ account on their
success. The decision to be a vendor does not limit to lack of opportunity in the
‘formal sector’. Furthermore many vendors manage to accumulate capital and
expand their trade, some vendors plan to continue their vending activity in light of
good earning opportunity. The study indicates that different in level of success as
accounted by vendors are attributed to different indicators.

Study recommends that policy regarding street food vending activity
must originate from a realistic view, taking into account the real causes of the
persistence and expansion of street food vending activity in Bangkok. Besides,
given the diversity among food vendors, it is not possible to formulate a single policy
for all street food vendors. This is particularly important considering the different
levels of success among food vendors and indicators of success at each level. More
importantly, the study proposes that street food vending should be regarded as

having potential to expand into larger ventures.



Abstract (2)

The study on “Street Food Vending : Success and Indicators” is aimed at
investigating food vending activities in Bangkok and the indicators on the success
of street food vending activities. From the limited explanatory value of the world system
theory and economic dualism theory towards the persistence of street food vending
activities in Bangkok, the study set out to address four research questions as follows :
1) Why does street food vending in Bangkok persist? What are the factors that
contribute to it? 2) Who are street food vendors? What are their socio-economic
characteristics? Does food vending provide income and economic advancement? 3)
What are the indicators of success? and 4) how should a policy regarding street food
vending be informed ?

The major theoretical concepts on which the theoretical framework of this
study are based are economic dualism, self-employment whereas concepts on foods,
gender relations, space and identity in addition to related research findings are also
employed. Data collection is done by questionnaires. The samples of the study are 236
mobile food vendors, 508 fixed food vendors and 385 customers of street foods in
Klong Toey and Din Daeng districts. The present Governor of Bangkok, the former
Governor of Bangkok and the Director of City Patrol Division have been interviewed.
The qualitative study involves two focus group discussions and 20 case studies.
Statistical methods applied for data analysis are descriptive statistics, Chi-square and
Analysis of Variance.

Study finds that the persistence of street food vending activities in Bangkok is
attributed to many factors, namely the paradigm shift in employment which results from
globalization, the growth-oriented development strategy, the urbanization of Bangkok
and the food culture which reflects in variety of foods and ‘public eating’ and finally the
role of the state which directly and indirectly contribute to the persistence of food
vending activities. Data from the consumers of street foods confirm the significance of
street food vending activities to the everyday life of people in Bangkok.

Findings on the socio-economic characteristics of food vendors in Bangkok
reveals that more than 90 percent of mobile food vendors are rural migrants, out of
which 75 percent are from the northeastern provinces. More than half of the vendors

are between 30 to 50 years of age. Most receive not more than six years of education.



(9)

The percentage of female and male vendors are almost equal. More than 70 percent of
vendors have not higher than 1,000 baht gross daily earnings. In general vendors in Din
Daeng have higher earnings than vendors in Klong Toey. With regard to success, 56
vendors see themselves as having subsistence level of income, 38 percent says
they have savings and six percent reveal they are considering to expand their
ventures.

Data on fixed vendors indicate that 67 percent of the vendors are migrants
from the provinces. The percentage of migrants from the central provinces and the
northeastern provinces are almost equal. The length of migration among fixed vendors
are longer than mobile vendors. More than half of the vendors are between 30-50 years
of age and there has not been not much difference between the percentage of female
and male vendors. Most receive not higher than six years of education. Interestingly 70
percent of fixed vendors used to be mobile vendors. On the average fixed vendors
earn higher income than mobile vendors as only 50 percent of the vendors earn
not higher than 1,000 baht daily gross earnings. Vendors in Din Daeng have higher
earnings. With regard to success, 54 percent of vendors see themselves as having
subsistence level of income, 32 percent say they have savings and 12 percent say
they are considering to expand their ventures.

Findings on indicators reveal two sets of indicators, indicators that all
vendors regard as important and indicators that vendors at different levels of
success regard as important.

Though scores varies, all groups of mobile vendors cite self-confidence as
most important. They also list having their own capital, being able to carry on their trade
adjacent to densely populated areas, living near to their business area, and selling
clean, tasty food at a reasonable price. Good rapport and clean attire are understood to
be important. Obviously, in comparison with vendors at higher levels of success,
vendors at subsistence level tend to give more importance to selling locations and living
areas and put less emphasis on having their own capital. Vendors who hope to expand
their trade score highest in indicators pertaining to foods and sellers.

Indicators that vendors at different levels of success regard differently are
knowledge, family, capital and social network.

Vendors operating at subsistence levels give much importance to knowing

how best to obtain inexpensive materials. Vendors who have accumulated savings point
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out that, in addition to having sources of low-cost materials, cost-profit calculation,
financial planning, business planning and production of food in demand are also
important. The cooperation of the family in terms of thrift and moral support also
contribute to their success. Vendors who plan to expand their ventures value
information about producing food in demand as well as knowledge about sources of
cheap materials. Moral support from the family is also important. The latter group of
vendors is the only one who gives high regard to having low-interest loans and good
social networks.

Analysis of variance confirms differences in indicators as specified by
vendors at different levels of success. They are marketing planning, financial planning,
cost-profit calculation, thrift of family members, having own capital and social networks.

All groups of fixed vendors cite self-confidence as most important to their
success. They also list knowing how best to obtain inexpensive materials, financial
planning, having their own capital, being able to carry on their trade adjacent to densely
populated areas, having a secured location, living near to their business area, and
selling clean, tasty food at a reasonable price. Good rapport and clean attire are
understood to be important.

Analysis of variance confirms differences in indicators as specified by
vendors at different levels of success. Vendors who accumulate savings point out that,
in addition to having sources of low-cost materials, cost-profit calculation, financial
planning, business planning and production of food in demand are also important. The
cooperation of the family in terms of assisting in the venture, having low-interest loans,
having good rapport and clean attire contribute to their success. Vendors of higher
levels of success give higher regards to indicators pertaining to knowledge and family.
Vendors who plan to expand their ventures value indicators pertaining to sellers.

Vendors who are not able to make profit, accumulate savings and those who
have to discard their venture due to cumulative loss share both common and different
attributes. The common attributes include addiction to gambling and overspending
whereas other characteristics are lack of self-confidence, selling inferior foods, lack of
knowledge in cost calculation, and having insufficient revolving capital.

The case studies reveal that vendors who earn subsistence level of income
or lower are women. In the case of the elderly women, these vendors have to support

their children’s families as selling foods are their only source of income whereas illness
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in the family and overspending are evident in younger vendors. The case

studies also reflect that vendors at higher levels of success are not only adaptive, but
they also have secured selling location and regular customers. They are also capable
of financial planning. Case studies also portray the transformation of ‘survivalist’
into ‘entrepreneur’ , some have inspiration to expand into a community enterprise.
Vendors who have acquired higher levels of success emphasize having own saving
other than low-interest loans. This is pertinent to the concept of sufficient economy.

The case studies of former vendors reveal their inability to adapt to high
competition and being addicted to gambling.

The above findings confirm the significance of street food vending activities
as a viable food strategy for Bangkok people and means for economic advancement
among the less-privileged people. The study recommends that rather than focusing on
the abolishment of street food vending activities, efforts should be made to promote
the activities. Interventions concerning the promotion of the activities should take into
consideration the structural and individual contexts and should be the interventions that
promote the ‘enabling’ factors and reduce the ‘disabling’ factors. More importantly
diversities among food vendors, i.e. fixed vs. mobile, different levels of success;
different types of food sold; must be taken into consideration. Above all the state should
be aware of the petty enterprise as a means to economic advancement in the time of

globalization.
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“The household with the least flexibility, as total income goes down, is the
household most dependent on wage income, since the ability to obtain wage income
(or a certain level of wage income) is a function of the offer by someone outside the
household of that wage employment. A household can most readily affect its total
income by investing its labor power in activities it can autonomously launch” (Smith

and Wallerstein, 1992, p. 15)
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“The lower strata of the Middle class, the small tradespeople, shopkeepers,
and retired tradesmen generally, the handicraftsmen and the peasants, all these sink
gradually into the proletariat, partly because diminutive capital does not suffice for the
scale on which Modern Industry is carried on, and is swamped in the competition with
the large capitalists, partly because their specialized skill is rendered worthless by
the new methods of production. Thus the proletariat is recruited from all classes of the

population.

Karl Marx (Huberman and Sweezy trans, 1964, pp.15-16)
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“...And let Vvisitors enjoy street food”

Now that all the street vendors have been removed, their revenues depleted and
their customers are out searching for affordable things to eat, did anyone go to the
bookstores and remove the all numerous editions that rave about the fantastic cuisine

formerly available on the streets of Bangkok? “
“No need to burn them, or cook the books as it were, just temporarily get them to a
place where no delegates, their staff or families or the press corps can find them. Then

they won’t be wondering about the absence of trolleys from the streets.

It really is a shame (sham). The street food of Thailand is one of its richest cultural

gifts.” ' (Bangkok Post, 20 October 2003)
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