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“How feasible is it to creat a modern Thai architectural identity with the
essence of Thai character in a globalized context and what are the possible

solutions?” (Horayangkura, 2010: 77)
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ABSTRACT

Modern Thai Architecture under Globalization and Localization

As a result of the increasingly influential globalization of the 21st century, architectural
characteristics in Thailand appear to be more universal. This phenomenon has occurred in parallel to the
rise of localization which has also been influenced by globalization. Localization is a developing force to
preserve local identities while making them recognizable amidst internationalization. Under these
circumstances, the main problem of architectural design is the lack of guidelines in balancing the two
processes. According to the key concept of “glocalization”, this research, consequently, aims to study the
creation of a modern Thai architectural identity by considering the combination of global and local forces

to bring forth a new kind of architectural design knowledge.

This research focuses on the following objectives: 1) Reviewing theories, concepts and design
guidelines of modern Thai architecture under globalization and localization; developing a conceptual
framework for research comprising key concepts and related concepts and influencing factors; 2) Making
architectural surveys in various regions of Thailand, especially involving case studies and prominent works
in accordance with the key concepts and relevant issues; 3) Investigating the concepts held by architects
and acedemics, as well as the inspiration, influences and directives of creation of architecture which show
a modern Thai identity under globalization and localization; 4) Examining the perception and significant
perceptual dimensions of professional architects and people in general in accordance with the conceptual
framework for research, proposing research findings through integrated analysis and further analyses
regarding inheritance, transformation and reinvention; 5) Conclusions and recommendations being made
for the creation of modern Thai architecture under globalization and localization, particularly the path

towards the development of creative economy.

In developing the conceptual framework for this research, various concepts were covered
regarding: 1) Architecture in the glocalization approach; 2) The juxtaposition of traditional and modern
architectural styles; 3) The misapplication of Thai architectural orders according to social hierarchy; 4)
Modern Thai architecture for the development of creative economy. These topics were the bases for
interviewing in person 20 architects and academics in terms of their design approaches and inspirations,

and 5 others through electronic message, concerning in particular conflicting issues and resolutions in
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identity development. Questionnaires were employed to collect data from professional architects and
people in general in the search for perception of concepts and designs, expressing the fundamentals of
Thai architectural identity. Critical perceptual dimensions were generated through factor analysis. Through

integrated analyses, the following research findings are revealed:

1. Architecture in the glocalization approach: Study of the integration of universality and locality
comprises contextual factors for intergration and fundamental design approaches. There are five factors
which are found to be significant; these include the fundamental characteristics of Eastern thinking,
concern towards the local climate, the multi-cultural nature of Thai society, local context with particular
architectural identity and the abstract and non-abstract characteristics of Thai architecture. In regards to
design approaches, most architects and people in general see the importance of the creation of a
contemporary vernacular architecture and the integration of new technology with the application of Thai
characteristics, local wisdom and living in coexistence with nature respectively. For the creation of iconic
Thai architecture, most professional architects agree with the concept, although to a lesser degree than

people in general do.

2. The juxtaposition of traditional and modern architectural styles: The arrangement of traditional
and modern architectural elements side by side clearly reflects the clash of globalization and localization.
It is an approach which allows no critical cultural integration. Although most professional architects do not
agree with the approach, it is quite acceptable from the general public’s viewpoint. In the latter case, the
juxtaposition of traditional and modern elements requires a justifiable objective and design solutions that

can properly connect the different styles.

3. The misapplication of Thai architectural orders according to social hierarchy: Traditional Thai
architecture is always created according to architectural orders representing the status and function of a
building in relation to social stratification. Under globalization, the architectural elements that signify such
orders are frequently used to express Thainess without considering the original principle. The orders are
still found to be important by most architects and people in general. The latter group, however, seems to
be more flexible in relation to the new application of orders. It can be concluded that architects must
consider the appropriateness of place and occasion as regards the use of architectural orders or any new

applications.

4. Modern Thai architecture for the development of creative economy: The creation of modern Thai
architecture according to the concept of glocalization is essentially a practice based on the principle of

creative economy. This is because it is the process of adding value by developing creative ideas based

Modern Thai Architecture under Globalization and Localization 0-7



on the vast resources of Thai culture. In this regard, the relationship between creation and the localization
process is found to be important for both professional architects and people in general who believe that

Thai identity in modern architecture is not a hindrance to the development of architecture.

The content of research on Modern Thai Architecture under Globalization and Localization as
presented in the four topics above are analysed regarding the dimensions of inheritance, transformation
and reinvention. The degrees in which each topic relates to these dimensions are different. The study
reveals that the topic The juxtaposition of traditional and modern architectural styles and the topic The
misapplication of Thai architectural orders according to social hierarchy are outstanding in the inheritance
dimension while the topic Architecture in the glocalization approach and the topic Modern Thai architecture
for the development of ceative economy contain greater degrees of transformation and reinvention.
Overall, it can be concluded from the case studies of these four topics that there are more design

solutions that are transformations of the past; and fewer that are reinvented.

This research topic aims to provide guidelines for the creation of modern Thai architecture
considering the processes of globalization and localization. It does not aim to control the characteristics of
modern Thai architecture. The research mainly presents major directions in the integration of local and
global values. The search for integrative solutions is a creative process which is still open and requires
further investigation. Nonetheless, the relationship between modern Thai architecture under glocalization
approach and creative economy is an important issue that is not very well recognized by Thai society.
There is a lack of support from relevant organizations to build up understanding and to develop directions
which will result in the creation of new architectural knowledge with which to move Thailand’s creative

economy forward.

Keywords:

Modern Thai Architecture
Globalization

Localization

Glocalization

Integration
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