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Abstract

Project Code : DBG5980007

Project Title : (The Search for a Better Life: How Partnerships with Westerners shape Thai
life chances, social relationships and development)

Investigator : Dr.Dusita Phuengsamran , Mahidol University

E-mail Address :  dusita.phu@mahidol.edu

Project Period : (2 years) fiunau 2559 — 28 Qumﬁ'u’os 2561 (1 March 2016 — 28 February 2018)

This study aims to collect and analyze statistics related to the number of Thai people
living with foreigners. (Thai- Western partnerships) and living patterns; and to study factors,
including the impact on individuals, families, and communities, from living with the Westerner.
The study applied the review and analysis of related documents as well as the collection of
qualitative data by key informant interviews and the in-depth interviews of 40 women and 10
men or women, as well as family members of some of the informants. The analysis of marriage
registration data revealed that there were 37,900 foreigners registered with Thai during the period
2555-2559, while 37,142 were Westerners who married Thai. The highest number of Thai nationals
who have been married to Thais are the United Kingdom, the United States, Australia, Germany,
Norway, France, etc. The biggest group is English which is 8,481. From the analysis of micro-data
(1%) of the 2010 Thailand Census, there were 56,882 foreigners living in Thailand. Using the
hypothesis that the number of Thai-Western spouses has increased by 2% since 2010, it is
believed that the estimated number of Thai-Western spouses in 2017 is 69,173. The qualitative
data revealed that the driving forces or factors leading to the cross-cultural marriage include the
difficulty of Thais or their family, as well as their debt, the burden of raising a child born to their
old husband, the burden of caring for parents. Concerning the concept of a better life, some
judged their lives were better as they compared with what they had with their Thai husband or
boyfriend before the present Western husband; better life in economical dimension, wealth,
capacity in taking care of their parents, etc.

The relationship between Thai and Western heterosexual people seemed to be more like
a patronage in exchange for caretaking. It is possible that the number of relationships in this
manner will increase in number.
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