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Publications in Internationally Recognized Journals
from Thai State Universities during 1985-1994
Pintip Ruenwongsa
Biochemistry Department , Faculty of Science , Mahidol University

Rama 6 Rd., Bangkok 10400 , Thailand

ABSTRACT

A survey has been made on papers resulted from research on science and
technology as well as on social sciences and humanities in Thai state universities from
1985-1994. 5509 unique publications in science and technology and 375
publications in social sciences and humanities with state universities’ addresses were
retrived from 4 and 6 internationally recognized databases , respectively. In addition ,

Thai state universities applied for 12 Thai patents during 1979-1994,

In science and techinolgy , among the top 6 in terms of number of
publications , Mahidol (MU) contributed 51% , Chulalongkorn (CU) 18% , Chiang Mai
(CMU) 9.5%, Kasetsart (KU) 6.3% , Khon Kaen (KKU) 5.9% and Prince of Songkla
(PSU) 5.5%. The number of publications of these universities ranges from 32 to 290
articles per year. Other universities that contributed in much lower percentages (1%-
0.02%) are Srinakharinwirot (SWU) , Silpakorn (SU) , King Mongkut Institute of
Technology Ladkrabung and Thonburi (KMIT-L , KMIT-T) , Ramkamhaeng (RU) , Maejo
Institute of Agricultural Technology (Maejo) , Thammasart (TU) , Burapa (BU) and Ubon
Ratchathani (URU). There is an increasing trend in number of publications in the ten-
year period for most universities except for MU and KU's outputs which seem to
fluctuate around a mean. Of the 4 databases used , SCISEARCH represent 60% of all
articles , while MEDLINE has 19% , CHEMICAL ABSTRACTS (CA) has 7% and BIOSIS
has 14%. It was also found that the Faculties of Medicine contributed 54% , Science
26% , Agriculture 6.5% and Engineering 2.2 to the total publications (or 47% , 30% ,
2.2% and 2.6% for medicine , science , agriculture and engineering for publications in
SCISEARCH only). The annual outputs in all these disciplines remained rather constant ;

a marked increase in medicine was observable from 1986-1990. In most universities ,



Faculty of Medicine has a lower percentage of joint papers with foreign authors than

Faculty of Science.

In social sciences and humanities , 11 state universities have an average of
38 unique articles per year. Universities that consistently contributed to the standard
journals during the ten-year period are MU 33% , CU 32% , CMU 12% and TU 9%.
Other universities , i.e., KKU , KU , PSU , RU, SWU, SU and SKU (Sukothaithammathiraj)
accounted for between 1-4% of total. The annual outputs of all these universities
remained unchanged during the ten years studied. It was also found that MU has a high
proportion of social sciences articles in the area of community medicine. Most of the
social sciences articles from CU come from research institutes rather than faculties. All

universities have joint papers with foreign authors ranging from 20% to 80%
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