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Abstract

This research emphasized on the holistic study for the living adaptability
inconcerning with the environment and biological resources, social and economic,
culture, politic and the physical environment of villages and vemacular houses of 4 Tai-
Lao Ethnic groups; Lao-Vieng, Lao-Krang Lao Phuan, whose the original settlement are in
the Lao PDR, and Lao-Song in Vietnam. Two, hundred years ago, a large number, of Tai-
Lao Ethnic had migrated to Thailand and settled down in various Locations. With
Triangulation Research Method, this research stressed on selecting villages in Rachabri
Petchaburi Supanburi and Chainart which contained high-density of Tai-Lao, population.
Data, contents and comparative analysis should be used under the framework of
Cultural Ecology, Community Ecosystem and Vernacular Built Environment. The research
found that the real living adaptability of the Tai-Lao Ethnic in the new context occurred
only on the first 5 decades of settlement. Those holistic adaptability were playing
around the natural environment of Low Land paddy fields with flooding conditions and
cultural adaptability upon the major culture of the Thais and various minority groups.
The house form were overshadowed with Thai traditional style but the house plan still
express the strong pattern of Lao-houses. The significant changes which totally effected
to the Loa’s pattern of living were the adaptability in the Govemmental Policy “Green
Revolution” which were declared for maximizing rice production for inter-trade. This
policy totally change the farmer’s life-cycle, timing for crops, water management and
technology. These effected to the whole life cycle, way of living, rice culture, village
patterns, granary, and lastly Vernacular Built Environment, With Lack of Land for
expansion for “Green Revolution,” Lao-Phuan from Supanburi had to seek for other
location for their new generation as well as Lao-Song in Petchaburi, Lao-Vieng in
Ratchaburi were effected from the “New Industrialized Policy” with the minimizing of
paddy field. Lao-Krang in Chainart saught for new wisdom in weaving products. Every
Tai-Lao Ethnic Group in this research faced more or less changes and adaptability during
2 centuries of settlement, but even though they can not deny globalization, but their

local Language, their beliefs and kinship are still remain as their significant identities.
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