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Abstract

Project Code: MRG4580037

Project title: LATE PREHISTORIC AND EARLY HISTORIC SOCIO — ECONOMIC
COMPLEXITY IN THE CENTRAL HIGHLAND, THAILAND

Investigator: SAWANG LERTRIT
DEPARTMENT OF ARCHAEOLOGY, SILPAKORN UNIVERSITY

E-mail Address: lertritsawang@hotmail.com

Project Period: JULY 16, 2002 — MAY 31, 2004

Relatively little has been known about the archaeological complexity during the
later prehistoric and early historic times (700 BC — AD 500) in central Thailand. This research
investigates the socio-economic complexity in the context of settlement pattern, social
organization, and trade/exchange. Data were collected through test excavations and limited
surveys at two multi-component sites of Sab Champa in Lopburi Province. Data were
obtained from both domestic and burial contexts, and a wide variety of artifact classes have
been discovered. Archaeological data were then processed and analized through various
methods including radiometric dating techniques, faunal identification, geo-chemical analysis of
beads, soil pH test and particle size analysis, and stratigraphic analysis. Results of research
show that the root of socio-economic complexity began as early as the Bronze Age as seen in
status and wealth inequality. The Iron Age saw higher economic intense and social stress. By
the time the Buddhist expansion into the area during the early historic period, communities

were reorganized in response to the change in ritual practice and political system.
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