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Abstract

The three most popular brand names of Ya-keaw remedies, traditional used in Thailand for alleviation
of chickenpox, measles and fever, were tested for inhibition of varicella zoster virus (VZV). The
remedies were extracted by 20% ethanol and then tested their toxicity in IMR-90 cell line. The
concentration up to 250 pg/ml was not toxic to the cell line. The extracts were evaluated their
efficiency for inhibition of VZV by plaque reduction assay. The results showed that pre-treatment of
the virus with the extract at the concentration of 250 pg/mi significantly reduced virus infection in the
cell line. However, post-treatment of the extract at the highest non-toxic concentration with the cell
line after infection has not significantly reduced the number of plaque. It may be suggested that the

ability of Ya-keaw remedies to alleviate the clinical sign of chickenpox may result from their

antibacterial activities or immunostimulation effects.



