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ABSTRACT

Every Thai government since 1988 has pursued the policy towards Myanmar in the 

same direction.  That is they consistently maintained business relations with Myanmar 

despite encountering continuous conflicts with the Burmese military regime, who 

predominantly put pressure to Thailand.

The key factor from which the policy and the policy implementation towards 

Myanmar was derived was the mutual economic benefits of the government and the 

business sector, which could be divided into 2 groups; the traders and investors in 

Thailand-Myanmar border provinces and those from outside border provincial areas.

The common channels developed by the business sector to play a part in the 

Thailand’s policy-making process towards Myanmar were mainly through business 

bodies, particularly, the Provincial Chambers of Commerce and the Thai Chamber of 

Commerce, and through their individual course of action. The networks made by both 

collective and individual business entities could be clarified into 4 patterns; making 

networks with military bureaucrats, with politicians and with other business partners. And 

the last pattern was that they sought to exploit the state power by being parts of the state 

apparatus in form of businessman-politician or businessman-military in order to gain direct 

access in the policy-making and policy implementation towards Myanmar.

The Border Provincial Chambers of Commerce played crucial roles in monitoring 

Thai-Burmese economic relations. Occasionally, these business entities made direct deal 

with the Burmese government, ‘bypassing’ the state. Yet the Thai government made no 

control or intervention of such relations. Instead, it appeared to increasingly encourage 

them to share and combine their visions into policy-making process within the context of 

business interests.


